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ly Loid Godeven our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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rHE AGENCY OF PROVIDENCE IN REFERENCE TO 
SIN. 

Providence is the chariot of state in which God rides in the 
government of the universe. It comprises two grand branches, 
the sustentation and government of all creatures, and of all theiz 
ictions. “He upholdeth all things by the word of his power, 
and by him all things consist.” If he suspended his support, 
they would cease to operate and exist. He also infallibly directs 
all, so that they, intentionally or unintentionally, accomplish his 
vleasure. ‘ He hath prepared his throne in heaven, and his king- 
dom ruleth over all.” Both of these acts are conversai.c about 
the creatures according to their respective natures. He supports 
and governs inanimate and irrational creatures, by continuing 
their being and faculties, and presenting suitable objects to act 
yn the one, and to elicit the instincts of the other. Rational] 
creatures he governs by motives, prescribing to them laws enfor- 
ced by rewards and penalties. Both of these branches of provi- 

lence are managed by him, immediately or mediately. We have 

an instance of both, Hos. ii. 21, 22. “I will hear the heavens, and 
the heavens shall hear the earth, andthe earth shall hear the 
corn, and the wine, and the oil, and they shall hear Jezreel.’ 
if God did not hear the heavens by imparting virtue to them, 
they could not hear the earth, the earth could not hear the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, and these could not hear Jezreel. The first 
link of the mighty concatenation of events is connected with the 
throne of God; if severed from it, the whole would fall. His 
hand isthe great and potent prime mover, which sets, and keeps 
in motion all the wheels of the universe. Remove it, and al! 
motion and activity would instantly be suspended. 
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tions of men. They assure us, that the Lord hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh, sent forth a lying spirit into the mouth of Ahab’s 
prophets, and gave Nebuchadnezzar a commission to destroy the 
Jews. He sent Isaiah to make the heart of the Israelites fat, and 
their ears heavy, lest they should see, hear and understand, and 
be converted and healed. To explain, however, the agency of 
the God of holiness in reference to sin, is perhaps one of the mos! 
Aifficult undertakings in the whole system of divinity. 

In accounting for the origin and prevalence of moral evil in 
the world, the ancient Persians and Manicheans asserted the ex- 
istence of two original principles; the one, altogether good, and 
the other, altogether evil; the one, the source of all good, 
and the other, the source of all evil. These two eternal 
and original principles being diametrically opposite, of course 
maintained perpetual warfare; and sometimes the one, and some- 
times the other prevailed. This theory however, is too absurd to 
require confutation. The Priscillianists and some other ancient 
heretics maintained, that God himself is the author or efficient 
cause of sin. This heresy, however loathsome, has been greedi- 
ty swallowed down by many calling themselves American di 
vines; and unblushingly published to the world, as one of the 
true sayings of God himself. This sentiment, however, has 
generally and justly been regarded by the church, as abominable 
and detestable. For in whatever way we explain the matter, we 
are ever to maintain the holiness of God; and to assert that as he 
cannot be tempted to evil, so neither tempteth he any man to sin, 
It seems manifest te common sense, that it is as impossible for 
God to be the author of sin, as for the Devil to be the efficient 
cause of holiness. The sophistry of vain philosophy may per- 
plex truth itself, but from goodness and holiness, nothing but what 
is holy can emanate. 

In attempting to ascertain the agency of providence in sinful 
actions, it is of the last smportance to distinguish between what 
is natural, and what is criminal in an action. The former is en- 
tirely from God, the latter entirely from the depravity of the 
agent. The precise distinction between these, will be best un- 
derstood by a few familiar examples. Killing an enemy from 
self defence, and murdering a man from malice prepense, as na- 
tural actions, are the very same; but differ widely as moral— 
The power imparted by God, and exerted by these agents, is pre- 
cisely the same; and the whole difference arises from the differ- 
ence of the agents acted on, and acting in these actions respec- 
tively. We see the same thing exemplified in thousands of in. 
stances. The beams of the sun which fall on the putrid carcase, 
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and those which fall on the rose, are the same; and yet they ex 
hale putrescence from the one, aud sweet odours from the othet 
The same impulse, which, on a level surface, sends a ball onward 
in a straight line, will, from its construction, make a cone turn 
into an oblique course. The whip and spur of the rider, which 
impel the sound horse swiftly on in his course, make the lame t 
limp and stumble as it moves. Ina manner analogous to this. 
the same agency of providence is exerted in reference to an an 
gel and a Devil, to a saint and a sinner, will produce very differ 
rent effects, according to their respective characters Keep 
ing this distinction in view, for the more full understanding 
of the subject, we shall consider the agency of providence in 
reference to sinful actions previous to their commencement. J 
their commencement and progress, and after that they are perpe 
trated. 

I. The agency of God in reference to sinful actions, previous 
to their perpetration, seems to to be as follows: 

1. He denies to the agents that degree of confirming and pre 
serving grace, which would infallibly have prevented their sin 
ning. Jehovah could assuredly have imparted to Adam and t. 
the angels that fell, confirming grace, till their fall would have 
been as impossible as that of the elect angels and spirits around 
the throne, is now; but he did not, and both fell and rnined 
themselves. And to grant this measure of grace to any creature 
whether upright or fallen, he is not bound. We are obliged to 
exert to the uttermosi, all our powers in doing good, and 
in preventing evil: but there is no such obligationon God. He 
does what he pleases with his own. When he withholds his 
hand, we have no right to complain, and ~hen he gives, we must? 
count it not adebt, but a favour. To aliholy creatures he im 
parted, at the creation, grace sufficient for their standing; but 
gave them not confirmation: and some of them fell, while oth 
ers continued in their obedience, and obtained confirmation. 
From Devils, and from ihe heathen world, he withholds the 
means of security and salvation; and from others, to whom these 
means are given, the blessing on them is withhe!d, and they prove 
inefiectual. Dent. xxix. 2-—4. “Ye have seen all that the Lord 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, unto Pharaoh, and 
unto al! his servants, and unto all his land; the temptations which 
thine eyes have seen, the signs, and these great miracles; yet the 
Bord hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, 
and ears to hear, unto this day.”” The means of conversion 
they enjcved, but by refusing them an heart to perceive,eyes to 


see, and ears to hear, the Lord blinded their minds, and hardened 
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their hearts. His agency was negative, but the most positive ef 
fects ensued onit. Justas the sun, the cause of light and heat, 
can never be the cause of darkness and cold, yet by retiring from 
our horizon, both ensue; so in like manner, God by withholding 
converting and saving grace from sinners, and confirming grace 
from holy creatures, sin and ruin follow in the one case, and will 
probably do so in the other. God blinds and hardens, not by im- 
parting ignorance and malice, but by refusing to communicate 
illumination and softening grace. 

2. He revokesthe ability and the grace given fora time and fora 
particular purpose. This ismorethanthe former. By negations, 
he merely withholds what he is not bound to give; by privation, 
he recalls what he has given. By negation, he never withheld 
from any perfectly holy creature sufficient ability for supporting 
its station, by continuing in the full and perpetual discharge of 
all commanded duty. And from a perfectly holy creature, he 
never by privation took away ability imparted, so as to expose it 
to the danger, and far less to the necessity of sinning, and falling, 
and perishing. In dealing with sinful creatures. however, he 
follows a different course. Henot only gives, or withholds from 
such, just as he pleases, but also continues, and revokes blessings 
granted. He deprives them of grace and strength given for trial, 
for correction, and for judgment. It was for trial, that he thus 
dealt with Job and Hezekiah. It is for judgment, that he resumes 
the gifts given to men and abused by them. Matt. xviii. 12.— 
‘For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and heshall have 
more abundantly; but whosoever hath not, from him shall be ta- 
ken away even that he hath.” He imparted for a time even to 
Pharaoh restraining grace, and thus prevented him from destroy- 
ing Moses anc Aaron; and preserved some degree of tenderness 
in his heart, under judgments; but when this restraining grace 
was removed, he denounced Moses as worthy of death, and rush- 
edon in crime to hisownruin. This must necessarily have been 
the result For just as the water pours along when the restrain 
ing mound is removed, so when restraining grace is taken away, 
the corruptions of the heart break forth in transgressing against 
the Lord. 

Nothing can be more manifest, than, that in both of these modes 
of interfering in sinful actions, whether by negation or privation, 
God exerts no positive efficiency in the production of sin; and in 
both he conducts as an independent and righteous sovereign; and 
yet, sin may, and in most cases, actually does, ensue on it. 

If. The agency of God in the commencement, and progress of 
sin is referable to these four particular acts: 
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1. He presents the objects and occasions which creatures pervert 
and which being perverted, lead them intosin. Eve approach 
ed to the forbidden tree, Joseph and his brethren met together, 
and Achan saw the wedge of gold, and the Babylonian garment 
These concurrences had nothing in them good or evil; but they hap 
pened not without thedirection and superintendence of providence 
None of them was intended as a snare to deceive and ruin the 
unwary, and there was nothing in them, necessarily or unavoid- 
ably leading to sin. For Eve, perhaps, often approached and con 
templated in safety the forbidden tree, and might have done so 
again if she had not listened to the seductions of the tempter 
Brethren have often met and parted to the honour of God, and 
their mutual benefit. It is not unlikely that other Israelites, as 
well as Achan, saw among the spoils of Jericho, the wedge of 
gold, and the tempting garment; and yet violated not the tenth 
commandment by coveting them. Isaiah’s preaching the gospel 
was certainly commendable, and yet, through the depravity of his 
hearers, his preaching blinded their eyes, and hardened thei 
hearts. The same gospel which to some is the savour of life unto 
life, to others through their corruption, is the savour of death unto 
death. The same signs, mercies and judgments, which hardened the 
heart of Pharoah, to his destruction, were blessed for the consolation 
and confirmation of Moses, and issued in the deliverance of al) 
Israel irom Egyptian oppression. In these, and in ten thousand 
similar instances, the agency of providence in bringing together 
the objects, the agents, and occasions of acting, is manifest, rea! 
and holy; and yet, without their concurrence, the sin committed 
would not have been perpetrated. 

2. He not only presents the objects and occasions, which men pet 
vert, but also permits them to commit sin,by their perverting the ob 
jects and occasions, which providence presents. Psal. Ixxxi. “1 
gave them up to their own hearts lust, and they walked in their own 
eounsels.”’ Acts xiv. 16. ‘‘ Who in times past suffered all nations 
to walk in their own ways.” ‘This permission is not a mere inac 
tive tolerance of sin, as if God were careless whether it happen 
edor not. The only wise God, the Holy one of Israel, can never 
stand thus affected towards sin, that evil and abominable thing 
which his soul hates. Neither is it moral, implying any relaxa 
tion of the sentence of the law against it, or approbation of it. 
when committed; but physical, and is opposedto his actual and 
»ffectual prevention of it. God always hinders sin, by forbidding 
he commission of it, and denouncing deserved vengeance 

gainst it. He also hinders sin, by placing obstacles in the way 
f it, that the transgressors cannot overcome; by removing the 
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bjects and occasions that tend to it; and by taking away some 
times the ability, and sometimes the life of the agents. All his 
tory affords innumerable examples of God’s hindermgand pre 
venting sin, in all these various modes. On the contrary, his 
+ 


permission of sin is simply his not exerting eflicaci: usly his om 


nipotent and invincible power im its actual prevention. He 


could, if he would, prevent the existence of moral evil. The 
same lmighty power and Foo iness whi h madt lj thing's very 
good, could have preserved them always very good; and they 
could now destroy ima moment all criminals and crimes, or m 
vest the transgressors with the beauties of holiness. kor reasons 
however known to himself, and worthy of himself, he has not 
seen £0 d thus to p! eed Sin as ich, he cannot cho se, but 
there Is a p SILIVe choice O] his heart to permit its existence: 
ise, it never would have existed. Take the language of a fathe 
nm this deep subject. “ In awonderfu! and unspeakable mannet 
even that which is done against his will, is not done without his 
will; for it would not-be done, if it were not permitted; neithe 
th he permit it without, but with his will. He isso good as 
lat he would ( Yr sufie e7 l if were nots ymnip tenf 

to br | of evil 
S The Lord « vers up sinners to their own lusts and to the 
power of: ». Crace in the heart does not more ituraliy shui 
iIniquily, ana 1} y holiness, tl] i rruption hate i shuns 
ighteousness, ond is prone to indulge in ail imiquity It is not 


more natural for the lion by an innate propensity, to devow 


harmiess animals, than for the sinner to hate God and man, and 
seek the destruction of both. It is not more congenial to th 
wine to llow in the mire, than for the sinner to live insin. 


He takes hold of it with both hands to do it He drinks down 


iniquity like the water. Just as the water descends when the 
ypposing barrier is ‘»moved, so corrupt man, when the restraints 
of providence and grace are removed, rushes into miquity. He 
needs no stimulus to this from God, or any creature, but willing 
ly and constai thy , of his own ace ord, goes astray. Ac cordingly 


when the Lord, provoked by the Israelites, gave them up to then 
own lusts. they wandered in counsels of their ewn. When he 
gave up the heathens to their uncleanness, vile affections, and a 
reprobate sense, they indulged in all abominations. Rom1. 24.—32 
The devil, although destitute of power to constrain, has a nota 
ble dexterity in deceiving and persuading to sin, and every facili 
ty ensuring success, through the lusts which men indulge. His pow 
of deceiving and persuading, is truly formidable. When permit 
ted, he can enter the soul and body of man or beast, and approach 
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ing through the medium of the senses, appetites and immagi- 
nations, suggest the most subtle, abominable and blasphemous 
thoughts,and that too witha frequency and violence, that is con 
confounding. He can direct the whirlwind, the lightening and 
the thunderbolt, exhibit and offer all the kingdoms of the world, 
and alltheir glory; cover the body with the most loathsome dis- 
ease, and excite the storm of murderous wrath. When, as a 
tempter, he has seduced to sin, then as the accuser and troubler, 
he alarms the conscience with the most fearful representations 
of guilt, to impel to despair and self murder. And thus he acts 
also the part of a tormenter and executioner: And to him in al] 
these characters of tempter, accuser and tormentor, a righteous 
God, for wise and just ends, delivers up men, and he remains not 
idle. He tempted Christ, accused Job, and Joshua the high 
priest, and the incestuous person was delivered up to him, for the 
destruction of the flesh. His dexterity of acting in all these 
characters, is as alarming as his power is great. In his very 
first assault on Eve, he exhibited a dexterity and impudence, 
that might do him credit, after an experience of six thousand 
years. How admirably did he plan and conduct his assault on 


the Saviour himself. And the lusts of men give him every ad- 


vantage against them; they are prone of themselves to sin; and 
his temptations hasten them on. They are descending already a 
rapid stream, and when the impulse of Satan is added, how swift 
is their course. When he entered into Saul and Judas, how 
rapidly did they hasten on from crime to crime; till they fell 
imbruing their hands in their own blood. The combined power 
of lust and temptation, impelled themon. Jehovah forbids men 
to serve Satan and their lusts, but they choose them for their mas 
ters, yield them willing service, and in righteousnes he gives them 
up to these cruel task-masters; and they rule over them with 
rigour. Then they obey their lusts, the god of this world 


ruleth in their hearts. God has but to leave sinners, for their 


punishment, to themselves, and to Satan, and they become their 
own destroyers. 

4. He acts onthe mind, both through the medium of external 
events, and by internal operation. God may, and does suggest to 
the mind, thoughts good in themselves, but which are perverted 
by the transgressor, to iniquity. There can be no danger inas 
serting, thet the thought was suggested by heaven to Joseph’s 
brethren, that he was beloved of his father, and honoured of God: 
and yet this suggestion, good in itself, was converted by their 
enmity into the occasion of his imprisonment, and of his being 
sold into Egypt. Sometimes also, outward occurrences excite 
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thoughts which turn to evil. Thus the divinations used by the 
king of Babylon, proved the occasion of diverting him from the 
capitol of the Ammonites, to invade Jerusalem. Ezek. xxi. 19.— 
23. The same is exemplified in Pharaoh. The plagues Moses 
inflicted, were counterfeited by the magicians, and from this he 
would naturally conclude, that Moses instead of being the accred 
ited messenger of heaven, was onlya juggler more dexterous than 
his own. No plague was repeated, and he might infer from this 
that when the present was over, the magazine of vengeance was 
exhausted. None of the plagues were inflicted on himself, and he 
might infer that he was invulnerable. And when the Israelites 
departed, and he learned their entangled condition, his wounded 
pride would revive, his avarice and ambition would persuade him, 
that unless now recovered, they would escape forever. Thus 
reasoning, he pursued them and perished. But we forbear, sensi- 
ble, that in discussing this topic we stand on the very brink of a 
precipice. 

lil. The agency of providence in reference to sin after it is 
committed, is threefold. 

1. He limits it: As the velocity of the falling stone increases 
in proportion to its descent, so the longer sin continues, the more 
it augments, and the greater is its tendency to farther increase.— 
As the farther the river flows, the more its volume swells, so the 
longer sin continues, the more aggravated it becomes. Andit 
has no tendency to terminate, but to continue forever aid ever. 
What then prevents sin from increasing in power, extension, 
ahd duration, till it exceeds all bounds and limits, turning our 
world into hell itself. The Lord wisely and powerfully bounds 


it. This he does externally by removing the 


‘ceasions of and 
temptations to it, the power of committing it, destroying 


~ 


' sinners 
themselves ; and internally, by curbing the dcbssed desires of the 
heaft, enlightening the mind to perceive the terrib!e turpitude 
und dreadful consequences of sin, and c} anging thes yt) by con 
verting grace, from the love and practice of iniquitv, to the love 
and practice of righteousness. He thus restrained Sennacherib 
and Pharaoh in sinning, by destroying their armies and then 
lives—the sin of Joseph’s brethren by preventing them from 
slaying him, and the persecuting rage of Saul, by his conversion. 
‘* Hereby the wrath of man shall praise thee, and the remainder 
of wrath shalt thou restrain.” Ps. Ixxvi. 10.—‘I will put my 
hook in thy nose and my bridle in thy lips and | will turn thee 
back by the way thou camest.” 2d, Kings xix. 28. 

2. God punishes it: “The soul that sinneth shall die. The 
wages of sin is death.’ The time and mode of inilicting 
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death, the wages of sin, are various; but the infliction itself, is 
just as certain, and as necessary, as the throne of God. The 
same love of righteousness, by which he loves the righteous, is 
assigned as the cause of his raining down, on sinners, “ snares, 
fire, and brimstone, the portion of their cup” Its infliction de- 
pends not on his will, but is founded in, and flows from, his very 
nature. Death is the wages of sin, and he would act unjustly by 
withholding it. But this he does not. He exempts the redeem 
ed from punishment, because the curse which their sins deserve 
was inflicted on Christ their surety, and it will take full effect 
enall not interested in the pardoning mercy of God through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

3. He so orders and overrules it, contrary to its nature; that he 
educes good from it. ‘‘ He maketh the wrath of man to praise 
him. Fromsin, malignant as it is, he has extracted a revenue of 


glory, and that, contrary to its nature, and the intentions of the 


sinner. Asthe skilfu! physician employs poison itself in curing 
diseases, so God has ordered sin for promoting the benefit of his 
friends, and of hisownglory. The inhumansale of Joseph, pro 
ved, under his wise and powerful agency, the occasion of his pro 
in ition. and of the preserv ition of the kn od In Oj Egypt, ind of 
the church The crneifixion of Christ, became the salvation of 
the church of the red med: Andso univers iy and eminently 
is sin overruled, thi the justice and holiness, the mercy a! d 
power of Jel h, shine forth with more radiant splendour, than 


I 
they would have done, if it had never existed. Creation and 


providen e declare iG is etern l power and Godhead: but re 
dempti n from sin, displays “the exceeding greatness of his 
power,” “the e.ceedmg riches of his grace,” ‘‘and he makes 
known the riches of his glory, on the vessels of mercy, which he 


afore prepared unto glory.” 

The foregoing remarks, respecting the agency of providence in 
sinful actions, are in harmony with, and contain the substance 
ef whatis usu ily delivered by Protestant writers on this diff 
cult, and mich perverted subject. The amount of these, is admi 
rably exhibited in the Westminster confession of faith, chap. v 
sect. iv. 

“The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite 
goodness of God, so for manifest themselves in his providence, 
that it extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other sins of 
angels and men, and that not bya bare permission, but such as 
bas joined with it a most wise and powerful bounding, and oth- 
erwise ordering and governing of them, in a manifold dispensa 


tien, to his own holy ends; yet so, as the sinfulness thereof pro- 
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ceedeth only from the creature, and not from God; who being 
most holy and righteous, neither is, nor can be the author or ap- 
prover of sin.”” See also Larger Catechism Quest. 19. 

It seems incredible, that language so guarded and definite, 
would have been construed to mean, that God is the efficient 
cause of sin; yea, as much as of holiness; and yet, this meaning 
is palmed upon it, and taught by those who have sworn to main 
tain this Confession Surely the composers of it, understood ther 
own meaning, and allow me to make an extract on this subject, 
from the two last paragraphs of the Chain of Principles, by the 
justly renowned John Arrowsmith, a member of that assembly. 
and the individual who had the principal hand in preparing the 
lraught of the Assembly’s Catechism. ‘‘ Against the proposition 
f the activity of God ven in sin, it may be objected, and usu 
ully is, that this tenet cannot be maintained, without making 
God the author of sin, which opinion is an abhorrence to the 
minds of all sound divimes. J answer, so it is and ought to be, 
neither doth that assertion want the attestation of this state.- 
Witness « modern, but pregnant occurrence, yet not generally 
known, and therefore inserted here in perpetuam rei memoriam.— 
in the year of our Lord 1645, there was published in London, 
in English book, wherein God was expressly made the author of 
his people’s sins, though not without some limitations. The Ags 
sembly of Divines then sitting at Westminster, took offence a! 
his: and though some of them being acquainted with the ma» 
whose name it bore, were ready to say of him, as Bucolcerue 
lid of Swenckfeldius, ‘he had a good heart, without a well re 
sulated head,’ complained of it to both Houses of Parliament.— 
They both censured the said book, to be burned by the hand of 
the common hangman: and the assembly of Divines agreed up 
n ashort declaration nemine contradicente, by way of detestation 
f that abominable and blasphemous opinion, which was also 
published under that title, July 17,1645, and in which we meet 
with these among other expressions, ‘That the most vile ané 
blasphemous assertions whereby God is avowed to be the author 
‘f sin, hitherto by the general consent of Christian teachers and 
writers both ancient and modern, arid as well Papists as Protest 
ants, hath been not disclaimed only, but, even detested and ab 
horred.’ Our common adversaries, the Papists, have hitherto, 
only calumniously charged the doctrine of the Reformed church 
es with so odious a crime; (in the mean time confessing that we 
do in words deny it, as well as they themselves;) now shoul! 
this book be tolerated, they might insult over us, and publish te 
‘he world, that in the Church of England, it was openly and im 
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pudently maintained that God is the author of sin, than which 
there is not any one point whereby they labour in their sermons, 
and yopular orations, to cast a greater odium (though most injuri- 
ously,) upon the Reformed churches. We are not for the rev 
erence or esteem of any man’s person, to entertain any such opin 
ion, as do in the very words of them, asperse the honor and ho 
liness of God, and are by all the churches of Christ rejected.” 
“This premised, I assert positively, and considerately, (yet with 
out obliging myself to make good every phrase that hath fallen 
unadvisedly from the pen of every writer,) that what Protestant 
churches say in their public Confessions, and allowed Protestant 
writers in their books, concerning God’s having a natural influ 
ence upon the sinful acts of creatures, but without a moral influ 
ence onthe sinfulness of their acts; his inflicting hardness of heart 
asa punishment to former sins; his directing and ordering great 
sins to great good; Joseph’s venditition to the church’s preser 
vations yea, the crucifixion of Christ, to the salvation of the 
elect, do neither really, nor in due construction amount to the 
making of God the author of sin.” CORRODIE 


—p>——- 
For the Religious Monitor 
ON OATHS 
Mr. Epiror, 
Your Repository promises to be devoted to the defence of thi 
principles of the Reformation set forth in the Westminster Con 


. } i] cor i 1] ] ‘ rr ‘ 
fession. and by the churches in Holland. [t appears to me that in 


‘order to redeem this pledge, you must sometime or other turn you 
attention to what that Confession seys about the taking of an 
oath. It says “A lawful oath is a part of religious worship 


wherein upon just occasion, the person swearing, s lemnly calleth 


; } ’ ow —— : Ae. aa ¢ Pak Sa) Se 
God ro wilh s what he asserteth o1 prom seth; an tO judge him 


according to the truth or falsehood of what he sweareth. TI 
name of God only is that by which men ought to swear; and 
therein it isto be used with all holy fear and reverence. Ther 
fore to swear vainly or rashly by that glorious and dreadful name ; 


or to swear at all by any other thing is sinful and to be abhorred 
Yet in matters of weight and moment, an oath is warranted by 
the word of God: under the New Testament as well as undet 
the Old; so a lawful oath imposed by lawful authority is to be 


taken. Whosoever taketh an oath, ought duly to consider the 


weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to avouch nothing 
but what he is fully persuaded is the truth. Neither may any 
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man bind himself by oath to any thing, but what is good and just, 
and what he believeth so to be, and what he is able and resolved 
to perform,” &c. chap. 22. All this is so agreeable to the texts of 
scripture adduced as proof, that it must be extremely difficult to 
offer even a plausible objection to it. 

AndI believe very few if any of your readers will hesitate te 
subscribe the doctrine as perfectly consonant with scripture. But 
something more than a correct judgment is required; for if a man 
does not respect the doctrine in his practice, the end of it is as 
completely lost as if he honestly denied it, and the effect produced 
by hisexample is much worse than if he didso. It surely con- 
cerns all who have professed an adherence to that Confession, to 
enquire whether this portion of the Reformation principles is 
keeping its ground in the present day ornot. And they ought 
especially to enquire, (if they have any value for consistency, 
and wish to be found faithful before God as soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, witnesses for injured truth or friends to man,) whether all 
the instances of their own swearing harmonize with this doctrine 
er not. 

An oath is a very solemn thing. It isso accounted by all civi 
lized nations as well as professing Christians. It lies at the foun- 
dation of all morality, social order, and the fear of God. What- 
ever a man’s speculative views on the subject be, if he feel habit- 
ually indifferent about the nature of an oath, he is one of those 
who fear not God nor regard man. It will be readily granted 
that swearing in common conversation is directly contrary to the 
doctrine above stated, and a great wickedness; but very few have 
the least suspicion that themselves are guilty. The very disposi- 
tion in the mind to frame an oath, though it should not be express- 
ed in words is wickedness of the same nature. He that said 
‘“whoso looketh upon a woman to lust after her, hath committed 
adultery with her in his heart,’’ would pronounce it to be the 
swearing of the heart. Much more all those expressions evi- 
dently used instead of an oath which are very common among 
professors, and even among some who pass for ministers of the 
gospel. If any of your readers allow themselves in such expres- 
sions as “ bless me—my goodness—dear help me—Good heavens 
—mercy on me—hang—blast—sink &c. they ought to know that 
in’God’s sight at least they are guilty of swearing vainly, rashly, 
and without any proper occasion or lawful authority. This kind 
ef expression is grossly inconsistent with their profession, and 
criminal in the sight of God. It cannot fail to harden the wick- 
ed and profane who hear it;—to sear their own conscience (so 
far as its influence goes) and be very grievous to the godly. It 
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may also cause the weak to stumble, and fall into the very same 
offence. Each of these effects and consequences ought to be 
exceedingly dreaded by every professed follower of the Lamb 
{fany true child of God be guilty in this respect, he has good 
reason to expect that the Father will some day lift a chastening 
hand on account of it and cause him to smart for his iniquity. — 
He will not then be disposed to consider it a small sin. 

It is truly affecting to observe with how little consideration 
in oath seems to be administered and received in courts, custom 
houses,&c. It occurs so often that the solemnity of it wears off 
{t is looked upon as a matter of course. The mind loses sight of 
its importance and its end, and in process of time the conscience 
of many a man becomes insensible to the obligation of it, and 
he is prepared to swear to any thing. Others who do not give 
way so far to the influence of circumstances, have nevertheless 
their moral sensibility blunted, and they forget that they are of 
fering, or professing to offer up to the Supreme Being, a tribute of 
worship. And such indifference will not long continue alone but 
will produce a train of effects upon the mind all unfavourable to 
holiness. 

When a professor of religion enters into an office having the 
administering or receiving of oaths as a part of its duties, he 
ought well to consider this matter, and whether or not he is 
able to resist the temptation. After he is in office, he ought fre- 
quently to use means to impress his mind with the solemnity of 
an oath. Witnesses and jurors would do well to read over the 
above chapter of the Confession as often as they are called to 
take an oath. 


Is it not also a matter deserving serious consideration, that some 
magistrates who profess belief in the said Confession, and lift up a 
testimony in its defence, without seeming to have any scruple, 
administer oaths in the superstitious way of kissing the gospels, 
which have frequently a cross upon them? There is surely an 
inconsistency between profession and prectice in this particular 
which cannot easily be got over by a tender conscience. Surely 
they do not mean to assent to the superstitious opinions of popery 
and others allied to it; and yet, it would be difficult for an intel 
ligent spectator to conceive, that the magistrate and the individ- 
ual swearing, have not fellowship together even in the manner of 
it. And I cannot help viewing the magistrate in this instance as 
practically renouncing Reformation principles so far as concerned 
in the manner of an oath. Such inconsistency cannot be viewed 
as a light matter. A magistrate is looked up to as a pattern, and 
so his authority, and the weight of his example is given to a prac- 
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tice in the whole district, which subverts the cause of the Refor 

mation so far as it goes. If he acts differently sometimes, that 
only proves that he considers it a matter of indifference, which 
is still worse. 

There isa species of swearing which seems to be growing 
daily more popular in the United States, which deserves serious 
attention, viz. the swearing of what is called the Mason oath. 
Men of the highest rank and influence, who are respected as 
examples of good order, as friends to their country, and as chris- 
tians; and it is reported that even some ministers of the gospel, 
take that oath. Their high standing will, in the estimation of 
many, supercede all enquiry and sanction its propriety; it will 
be a strong temptation to others, though not fully satisfied to fall 
in with them; and it will create difficulties to those who wish to 
be consistent. 

There are numbers of professors who have inconsiderately 
gone into it, and their conduct would seem to say, that there is 
tiothing in it contrary to the Confession of faith; and they would 
probably be highly offended were they to be spoken to on the 
subject; but that, Sir, need not prevent me from speaking the 
truth in your ear, nor you from listening to it. 

First Sir, [ would ask whether the occasion on which this oath 
is taken, be what the Confession calls a just occasion. It is not on 
the occasion of any duty commanded in the moral law. Nor do 
apprehend that the fraternity will plead this. Nor on the oe- 
easion of any duty imculcated in the Old or New Testaments.— 
We are indeed told that the principles of Masonry are taken out 
of the Bible; but though that were unquestionably correct, it 
vould not follow that the Bible enjoined it on us to become Free 
Masons. [tis not on the occasion of any duty required by our 
country. It is not the oath of allegiance to the government re 
quired on entering into the army: neither is it the oath required 
when one becomes a citizen. Itis not required on entering into 
any office in the nation, nor ts it required of jurymen or witnesses, 
nor of any one whatsoever by the authority of the State, as qua- 
tifying for duty, or entitling to privilege; the constitution knows 
nothing of it atall. Iconclude therefore, that it is not on the 
eceasion of any duty we can owe to the civil constitution. 

Sometimes aman is called on to swear when his property or 
character is at stake, and the case admits of no other evidence; 
but neither is it an occasion of this kind. Moreover, they by 
whom this oath is required do not pretend that we are under any 
obligation to swear it, or to enter into their society, and there. 
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fore, by refusing to take it we do them no injury, infringe on 
no right of theirs, deprive them of no privilege. 

These things will not admit of a doubt. What then is it 
which makes the occasion? There is something in secrec y which 
uaturally excites curiosity. That curiosity excited may be grati 
died, is one principal part of the occasion. Take this away, and 
we are persuaded there is not one out of a hundred of those who 
have taken this oath, that would have taken it. But it will be 
said, (though not by the scriptures which are able to make the 
man of God perfect,) that this hidden something or nothing call 
ed Masonry, has many advantages connected with it. Let a 
{fason go for example, to any part of the world, and be in need 
or distress, he will find friends. Besides, it has a long list of 
great names. Kings and conquerors, philosophers, lawyers 
statesmen, and judges, have beeu, and still are Masons; and a 
poor man, who is a free and accepted Mason, has tlie pride of 
thinking, that he has raised himself, in this point, to equality 
with all these great men. Each of these things is esteemed 
weighty, and has a powerful influence on a carnal mind; but 
what has a Christian todo withthem? What has the son of the 
King of Kings, the heir of a crown and a kingdom eternal, to de 
with them? What respect does the Confession show them? wil! 
any, or a!l of them together, make what it decmis a “ just occa 
sion?” What child of God, would not shudder at the daring im 
piety of appealing to the Eternal Jehoveh, as a Judge upon his 
throne, on the occasion of gratifying a vain curiosity ?—w ould he 
not recoil from the danger of profaning that great and glorious 
Name, for the advantages and honours of an unknown some 
thing?) Were I, Sir, to propose, in these times when error and 
division abounds, and when the real sentiments and practice of 
Christian denominations are so ambiguous, that it is scarcely pos 
sible any more to find them out from standard books; and whena 
spurious charity like some deadly contagion, is polluting ou: 
spiritual atmosphere, and affecting almost every community with 
~sympathy; not for the persons of men, but for their errors and 
Aelusions; Were I to propose, that all the Lovers of Reforma- 
Aion principles, of Bible truth, should swear to hold fast these 
truths even at the risk of their lives, and to use every degree of 
diligence to transmit them pure and entire to another generation ; 
{than which, there is not an occasion more just on earth, more 

important to every interest of man, or more countenanced in 
‘Scripture,) my proposition would be opposed by as many, almost, 
as I would wish to oppose the oath in question; and yet with 
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unblushing face, they will plead for prostituting that awfully 
solemn ordinance of worship, to trifles. 

The Confession says, “ Therefore, to swear vainly or rashly by 
that glorious name, is sinful and to be abhorred.” Can the oath 
in question be freed from this charge? We have seen that every 
duty to fellow men, every duty required in the word of God, can 
be performed without it. And these comprehend all the duties 
of human life through all the possible variety of office, occupa- 
tion and relation. What purpose then does it serve, which can- 
not be equally well accomplished without it? If it serve no dis- 
tinct purpose, it must be vain. 

When a man swears this oath he has, it is said, no particular 
knowledge of what he is binding himself to do. Whether or 
not, this is rash swearing will not admit of a doubt with any pos- 
sessed of common sense, and not already biassed. There is no 
parallel to it among the transactions of human life. In vain do 
you propose to the simplest man in the commercial circle, to sign 
an obligation before he reads it. No man that values his liberty, 
will swear allegiance to a constitution of civil government, of 
which he knows nothing. The very circumstance of keepimg it 
secret would excite a suspicion in his mind, that something in it 
was not right. No man that places a just value on his life, or the 
comforts of his family, will engage himself by oath, to fight ina 
cause till he has examined it, and found it consonant with justice. 

How then can any man, taking the Bible asthe rule of his 
faith and practice, swear to do he knows not what, (a thing with 
out precept or example,) and yet not swear rashly? He cannot.— 
This oath then, is unquestionably vain and rash, and therefore 
‘sinful, and to be abhorred.” 

The Confession says, “ Yet in matters of weight and moment 
an oath is lawful by the word of God, neither may a man bind 
himself by an oath to any thing but what is good and just, and 
what he believeth so to be, and is able and resolved to perform.”’ 
But how is it possible in this case, for the juror to know whether 
or not the matter be of weight and moment? All is a profound 
secret until the oath be taken. While he is in the act of swear 
ing, there is not a single definite idea of it in hismind. How 
then does he know before he takes the oath, whether the “ matter 
be good and just” or not? For any thing he knows, this oath 
may, in some cases, set aside all his previous obligations to God 
andman. He has no assurance before he takes this oath, that it 
will not bind him to save the enemy of his country provided he 
be a mason ;—that it will not oblige him when a witness to con- 
céal the truth, when it would make against any of his fraternity, 
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and in favour of one not belonging to it ;—that it will not call on 
him when a juryman, to give amore favourable verdict, if the 
pannel be a brother than he would otherwise do ;—and that it will 
not bias his mind when a judge, to give sentence contrary to the 
Law. All this may possibly be the case. Now what is there in 
Masonry to counterbalance the hazard of such evils? But I 
might say in truth, that this ismore than a bare possibility. In 
those districts of the country where Masonry greatly prevails, it 
may be gathered from the whispers, and murmurs current, that 
nota doubt remains in the minds of many respectable persons, of 
the real existence of all these evils. If they do exist, Masonry 
cannot be innocent; and it may be the secret instrument of the 
most’ horrible disasters to church and state, which they have ever 
experienced. If this be only the conjecture of the writer, then 
why have some of the most enlightened nations thought it need- 
ful to lay it under certain limitations, and others to prohibit it 
altogether? It will hardly be disputed, that in those parts of the 
States where masonry has been extensively entered into, that it 
is in vain to set up any one not of the brotherhood, as a candidate 
for office; in vain to attempt to carry any public measure how ob- 
vious soever its advantages, unless the attempt be made by them. 
Therefore I would repeat it, thata man before this oath is taken, 
has no sufficient evidence to believe that he is not binding him- 
self virtually to conceal a scheme, if devised by Freemasons, for 
overthrowing the constitution, or for subverting the plainest 
truths of the Bible. But it is plead, that the freemasons have on 
some occasions distinguished themselves as friends tosome pub- 
lic institutions, and that they have relieved widows, &c. Sir, if 
they were to lay out all the money, which is devoted to revelling 
and drunkenness, on charitable purposes,say Bible and Missionary 
societies, the nature of masonry would be just what it is now. I 
heard some time ago, that a stage company in the Theatre of 
generously agreed to let the benefit of one night be given to 
the Bible Society ! must I therefore believe that the Theatre isa 
“ school of virtue?” Ihave somewhere read of a Devil preach- 
ing the Gospel! anda spirit of divination proclaiming this great 
truth “These men are the servants of the most high God, and 
show unto us the way of salvation,” must I therefore conclude 
that Hell has become friendly to the free grace’of God, and the 
salvation of souls? The reasoning in the one case, is the same as 
it would be in the other. 

To prove the matter of it to be just, we are frequently told that 
ihe principles and rules of Masonry are consonant with the 
Scriptures. Some short time ago, I reada piece published by 
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themselves, which boasted “ that men of all descriptions—Jews, 
Mahometans, Turks, Savages, Philosophers, and Christians, meet 
in their cordial brotherhood, and laying aside all other distinc- 
tions, join in worshiping the one supreme and universal God.”— 
rhen, Sir, I suppose I must admit that principles consonant with 
the Scriptures, are congenial to the views and feelings of this in- 
congruous mass! As soon will light and darkness be amalgamat- 
ed—as soon will Helland Heaven meet inlove. Without ex 
ceeding the bounds of truth, the writer referred to, might have 
included the infidel, the drunkard, the unclean, the profane 
swearer, the Sabbath breaker, and the vicious of almost every 
description. 

What has an heir of glory to do with such a motly mixture? 
How can he expect to find in that, which can possibly be congen 
ial to the views and feelings of all these, any thing peculiar to the 
Gospel or accordant with the love of God? How can it be con- 
sistent for him, who has vowed not to sit in the seat of the scorn 
ful, or standin the way of sinners, to meet with such? How is it 
possible for the matter to be “ just and good?” 

The Confession says that an oath may be “ imposed by lawful 
authority.” By what authority, I ask, is this oath imposed? It 
is neither civil nor ecclesiastical, nor public authority of any des- 
cription. It is a nameless and unknown authority, of whose na- 
ture we must be ignorant, until we have actually submitted to it. 
Upon what ground can we conclude that to be a lawful authorj- 
ty, which is constituted neither by the laws of God nor by the 
laws of the state? 

In the same manner might it be shown, that a man cannot on 
any sound principle “resolve to perform that to which he 
swears”’ in this case, nor “ believe he is able to perform it.” 

But I may be told, that I do not know what Masonry is, and 
therefore my reasoning may not beapplicable. Still lmay know 
with certainty what it is nut, and by this means I shall obtain suf: 
ficient data to support all the conclusions I have drawn. 

I know that the whole principles of the Gospel dwell in the 
clearest light, and powerfully constrain every mind which em 
braces them, to diffuse the knowledge of them, without limita 
tion or condition; Masonry does not; it dwells in thick dark- 
ness; it invokes the aid of Jehovah’s name to bar out the light. 
The moment it would present itself in open day, it would expire 
and become extinct. From this, I infer, that its very essence is 
directly the opposite of the spirit of Revelation. 

{ know that the Bible addresses itself as much to women and 
children, as to men—that its maxims and doctrines elevate the 
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female to her own proper importance, as a companion for man— 
that it adorns her character with a divine loveliness, which makes 
her the brightest ornament of human kind. Masonry treats her 
with sullen silence, and leaves her comfortless, among her ten- 
der offspring, to weep. I know that its principles are not neces- 
sary to make a good citizen, a good neighbour, a good husband, a 
good parent, or a good Christian. I know certainly, that it is nof 
necessary to the safety or prosperity of the State, or of the church. 
! know that itis not necessary, to the most useful and honourable 
life, or to the most safe and happy death, and this is enough for 
me. Sir, if any of your readers have unhappily been drawn into 
this dark monopoly, in which he dare not allow the wife of his 
bosom, or his children, or his dearest and most faithful friends to 
participate, I would urge him to review the deed in the light of 
God’s word, and renounce it as a henioussin. It is not unlikely, 
that some may still consider the whole subject of this paper a tri- 
fling affair, and not worthy of having so much said about; yet, 
it would not be very difficult to trace immorality of almost every 
species, to indifference about the taking of an oath, which must 
have place in all the cases above-mentioned. The first effect of 
it is, to destroy any remaining impressions of the omniscience 
and omnipresence of God onthe mind. When this effect is com- 
plete, there will then he “ no fear of God before his eyes.”” When 
a sinner gets fairly above the fear of God, he will not much re- 
gard man. Every other restraint on the conduct imperceptibly 
loses strength, and at last fails to hold back the flood of iniquity 
swelling in the heart; and then it carries all before it. Thus, it 
is but a very few steps from this wicked indifference about an 
eath, to an open and entire abandonment of one’s self to every 
vice. 

That it is different, in any instance, is owing to God’s restrain- 
ing power and the influence of better principles. I therefore be- 
séech the reader, not to consider it a light matter. 

It isa sin indeed little thought of, even by those entrusted with 
the execution of good and wholesome laws. They can very 
easily excuse it, and admit abatements and palliations; but the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless, that taketh his name in vain.— 
Reader, if the guilt of this sin lies upon you, and you have never 
sought to wash it away in the blood of the Lamb; be not surpri- 
sed, if God holds back his blessing; if you are neither comforted 
nor edified by divine ordinances; if he meet you at every turn 
with a frown in his face. You have insulted him. You have 
trampled on his authority—disregarded his threatenings—and 
belied all your professions of love and obedience. How can he 
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be but angry? Will not this cast a doubt upon the interest of your 
soul in him as your God? and if death should overtake you in 
this state of doubt and fear, how much to be pitied is your situa- 
tion: How will the thought that you so profaned that blessed 


‘name, lacerate your feelings, and distract your mind at that mo 


ment, when you are placed beyond the reach of all earthly com 
fort ! 

Ina word, bring your thoughts about God often under review, 
make it the burden of your prayer, that his fear may rule contin 
ually in your hearts, and manifest itself through the whole of 
your deportment. G 

lt i a he ae 
Selections. 
ON INTERCOMMUNION. 

On the subject of intercommunion, among the members of dif 
ferent religious professions, two valuable papers will be found in 
our last volume. The reasons adduced in one of these, especially, 
to shew the unwarrantableness of the practice, we think cannot 
be overthrown; and we know that they have been the means of 
establishing some in the truth. The advocates of intercommun 
ion have been as sparing of argument in support of their theory 
as they have been abundant in declamation. This species of ad 
dress, on this subject, has peculiar force; for the practice it re 
commends seems to savour so highly of christian affection and 
charity, and, viewed in one point, presents an aspect so lovely, 
that we must do violence to our feelings to resist the appeal 
‘What! shall any man take it upon him to exclude one of God’s 
dear children from his own table, or refuse to admit to the most 
intimate fellowship with him in holy things, the man whom the 
God of ordinances admits to communion with himself, and with 
whom we would rejoice to hold eternal 
? 


sanctuary? Can you, dare you exclude such a man from the ta 


fellowship in the upper 


ble of the Lord?” Our feelings instantly 


answer, no; and so 


would our judgment too, if such were a full or fair representation 


of the case. We cheerfully admit that in other communions there 
are many of God’s dear children, sound in the faith, exemplary 
and useful in their lives, with whom it would rejoice our hearts 
to join in the most intimate bonds of christian fellowship. Why 
then, notdo it? ior reasons which we helieve sound and good, 
(for which we refer our readers to our 2d vol. p. 89—94,) and 
among others especially for this, that these same persons may be in 
a state of fellowship with those whose principles and conduct we 
cannot approve; and yet, in admitting the one to our fellowship 
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we virtually admit the other also, and, according to the principles 
which regulate the communion of churches, must actually admit 
them, if required. We have known of many facts of a private na- 

ture, illustrative of the force of this reason for non-intercourse ; and 
we mention it at present, more especially, as receiving practical 
demonstratic from what transpired at the last meeting of the 
General Assembly, in the case of Mr. Chambers.* This gentle- 
man, who now officiates in the church in Thirteenth-street, Phi- 
ladelphia, had applied to the Presbytery of Philadelphia for or- 
dination, had been examined by that Presbytery and rejected as 
unqualified. Subsequently he applies to the Western Associa- 
tion, New-Haven county, Connecticut, by whom he is ordained. 
He returns to Philadelphia, and, according to the principles of 
intercommunion, claims ministerial fellowship with the very 
Presbytery which had rejected him! This is a state of things 
which admits of no effectual remedy. For achurch to be bound 
tu receive to her fellowship those over whose admission to mem- 
bership and office she has no control, is a solecism in church go- 

vernment; which is not only destructive of good order, but must 
sooner or later introduce anarchy and confusion tending to dis- 
solution. How many, both ministers and people, in this way ob- 
tain a place in the Presbyterian church, who, if examined by 
their own courts would be rejected, it is impossible to say; and 
the fruits of this intercourse in the prevalence of Hopkinsianism 
in that church is lamentable inthe highest degree. The existence 
of facts like these, (and facts are stubborn things,) prove, with the 
clearness of demonstration, the utter inconsistency of that scheme 
of church policy under which they can exist. The following 
strictures on this system are believed to be from the pen of the 
late Rev. Archibald Bruce, professor of Theology, under the 
General Associate Synod of Scotland and were occasioned by 
seeing an account of the plan of intercommunion among the 
churches in America. We consider them valuable not merely 
as containing the views and reasoning of a most profound and 
accurate divine; but as furnishing us with the deliberate views 
of the Westminster Assembly on this subject; than which no hu 

man authority will, or ought to have greater weight with all whe 
bear the Presbyterian name. 


From the Edinbnrgh Christian Magazine, for 1800. 
STRICTURES 


@N THE PLAN OF INTERCOURSE BETWEEN THE PRESBYTE 
RIAN CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


In your last number you inserted “a plan of intercourse be 
tween the churches under the superintendence of the Generat 
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Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
and the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church.” The fol- 
lowing are a few remarks which have occurred to me upon read- 
ing that paper. 

A re-union of the different parties into which the professing 
body of Christians has been divided is confessedly an object of 
great importance. Until this desirable event be in some meas- 
ure brought about, we have little reason to expect that religion 
will generally flourish. Nevertheless, proper attention ought to 
be paid to the means by which such an union is attempted, as, 
by a mistake in these, the scheme may not only be defeated, but 
the breach rendered more wide and irrepairable. Those who are 
acquainted with the various attempts which have been made 
since the time of the Reformation to unite Papists and Protest- 
ants, Arminians and Calvinists, Lutherans and Reformed, Epis- 
copalians, Independents, and Presbyterians, and who recollect 
the issue to which these were brought, with the effects produced 
by them, though planned by persons of known abilities, ac- 
quainted with the principles of the dissentient parties, and some- 
times conducted in the way of a close investigation and free dis- 
cussion of the points of difference, will not be sangnine in their 
expe ctations of good from hasty coalitions, or schemes of union, 
where the matters of difference are never examined, but indus- 
triously concealed and kept out of view; nor to them will hu- 
man plans of “correspondence and intercourse,” reared on the 
sandy basis of “ propriety and expediency,” afford much conso- 
jation. 

Iam not sufficiently acquainted with the state of the Presby- 
terian bodies referred to, to be able to say what real differences 
subsist among them; but if I may judge from the plan under re- 
view, there are none, and consequently no reason for their re- 
maining separate. The following fundamental principle “ of the 
intercourse” certainly implies as much. ‘ From considerations 
of propriety and expediency, it is to be received asthe basis of 
the plan, that the several ecclesiastical bodies or judicatories con- 
cerned, are to remain and be preserved entirely separate and in- 
dependent.” It is only “consistently with this fundamental 
principle,” that the three “kinds or degress of intercourse” pro- 
posed “ appear to be practicable, and ought to be recommended.” 

It is one of the most striking features of the schemes for pro- 
moting union in the present day, that they proceed upon or toler- 
ate disunion, and often make it a fundamental principle. This 


radical pagiggeas renders the plan before us a felo de se, while 
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vt provides that the bodies or judicatories concerned are to remain 
and be preserved “entirely separate and independent.” Such an 
‘‘ Independent” principle is a strange basis of intercourse and 
communion among “ Presbyterian churches;” and such scrupu 

lous care in constituting barrier laws, by which it is provided 
that they shall “be preserved entirely separate,” augurs ill for 
the approach of union. Corporations and other societies, wheth- 
er civil, political, military, or commercial, which are only 
“the ordinance of man,” may be allowed to make laws that 
shall secure their separate existence and independence; and they 
may declare these to be the fundamental principles and basis of 
any plan of co-operation and correspondence with other societies 
of the same kind: But societies which hold of divine right, and 
which are parts of the “ one body” of Christ, (to which “ Presby 

terian churches” have hitherto laid claim,) can have no warrant 
for such procedure. Such fundamental principles bear too strong 
marks of the narrow, illiberal policy of civil corporations in main- 
taining their old charters, while they are obliged to compromise 
their preservation by admitting persons to their privileges ac- 
cording to the terms of an ill-connected and contrived codicil.— 
Perhaps the persons who drew up this plan, formed it somewhat 
after the model of the different United States, under whose civil 
jurisdiction they live; (agreeably to a fashionable modern opin- 
ion, that Christ hath left the form of church-government to be 
modelled according to the form of the civil constitution in every 
nation where Christianity is introduced;) and had the American 
rulers only studied a little more attentively the soothing “ consi- 
derations of propriety and expediency,” which certainly are as 
well adapted to civil as to ecclesiastical policy, they might easily 
have allayed the ferment which lately prevailed in that country, 
and reconciled the dissentient states to the general federation.— 
But our ecclesiastical projectors should have considered that there 
ts an essential difference between the United States and the three 
Presbyterian bodies scattered throughout the different parts of 
the country which is under the jurisdiction of these states. Each 
of these states is separated from the others in local situation and 
by exact boundaries; the inhabitants of each live together, and 
are more distantly connected with others, and accordingly a se- 
parate internal jurisdiction may take place among them; and not 
inconsistently with this, there may be a general correspondence 
or confederation of all the states for purposes connected with the 
common good of all. But it is quite different with the Presby- 
terian-bodies or judicatories, which have no fixed boundaries, but 
which all exist in the same place, being respectively composed 
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ef and having jurisdiction over persons who live promiscuous} 
together. 1n this case, there is no room for different judicatures 
erected upon separate independent foundations. Let usillustrate 
this by an instance. Suppose that those who settled the civil go- 
vernment of the different states of America had appointed three 
different ways of administering justice, to subsist in every state 
and in every city, with separate and independent courts of judi 
cature, judges, places of meeting, laws, forms, &c. and had grant- 
ed liberty to all the inhabitants to be subject to one or other of 
these,as they pleased; what a system of anarchy,-confusion and 
absurdity, must this have been? Or if this suppesition is too ri 
diculous, let us suppose, that the mass of the people had been cast 
into such a state during the confusions of a civil war or revolu 
tion; and that a set of quack politicians, under a pretence of re 
medying these evils, should propose a plan for bringing about 
correspondence and harmony, the fundamental principle of which 
should be, that the three judicatures should be preserved entirely 
separate and independent; and that persons might, as often as 
they pleased, withdraw their subjection, support and connection 
from one to another! Risuwm teneatis, amici! No less incongru: 
ous and hurtful, in a religious point of view, does the present 
plan of correspondence and communion appear to me, although it 
does not produce the same effect upon civil peace and society. 
But what are the weighty reasons for their remaining separate ' 
Would any point of truth, or duty, suffer by their coalition? Is 
it supposed that they will propagate more extensively the know 
tedge of the gospel by remaining separate?* None of these are 
so much as pretended; but merely “considerations of propriety 
and expediency.”” However plausible such considerations are 
it is now pretty generally understood that they are for the most 
part urged as a pretext for declining any step which is attended 
with difficulty or danger. No person who reflects upon the sin 
fulness of causing or supporting unnecessary separations, of di 
viding, or preserving divided, the church of Christ into a num 
ber of independent bodies, will pretend that this ranks among 
the indifferent things which the apostle reckoned lawful for him 
but not expedient. Had the object of the plan been, that the 
members of the three Presbyterian bodies or judicatories should 
occasionally meet together, dine, and have a little friendly chat 
‘‘ considerations of propriety and expediency” might have had 
some place; but as here understood and applied, they are too 


* This is a common, though futile and unwarrantable pretext for erecting 


separate independent congregations and parties in this country, and thereb: 
eplitting the church into endless divisions. 
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i mean to be mentioned in the great work of promoting communion 
i among Christians. ‘ 
i But what can these “considerations of propriety and expedi- 
ency” be? Is regard to the honour or antiquity of a party, one of 
them? Would the stipends of particular ministers, and the ex- 
istence of particular congregations, be endangered by an union? 
i, Would there be reason to fear that the most popular preachers 
: would thin the audiences of their brethren, if they had no longer 
the name of a party to retainthem? Is it necessary to make such 
a basis in order to allay the fears of some less enlightened souls 
among them, who may be alarmed at the principle of complete 
union? Or, are they afraid of exposing themselves to the reflec- 
tions of certain persons with whom some of them were once con~ 
nected, and who would consider their former predictions concern- 
| ing them as accomplished? 
L | Every conscientious society that maintains a separate commun- 
ion will do so only for important reasons, and as soon as these are 
removed, it will rejoice to yield up its separate existence. It 
may be necessary for the preservation of a party, that its inde- 
pendence be declared a fundamental article of any union or agree- 
ment; but it can never be necessary for any part of the church of 
Christ; nor will any ecclesiastical body or judicatory that has 
the glory of God and the good of the church for its object, ever 
lay claim to such a principle. It isan attempt to build a partition 
wall, which would be more prejudicial to the unity of the church 
than that which the Judaizing teachers would have reared. It is 
to establish schism by law, to throw around it a three-fold cord, 
and, as far as human authority can go, to render it perpetual. 
Hasty coalitions, and such as throw a bar in the way of neces- 
sary and seasonable duty, or lay a grave-stone on any part of re- 
vealed truth, are to be deprecated and avoided. They have pro- 
duced much evil. One of the Presbyterian bodies alluded to did 
already stumble on this stone. Had the plan proposed been in- 
tended for investigating the grounds of difference, that so they 
might bring about an union consistently with truth and duty, the 
design would have been highly praiseworthy, and its defects 
should have been laid open with a gentler hand. But no such 
design is in view. Such an investigation is purposely avoided. 
It is evidently implied, that truth would not suffer by a complete 
union. A plan of intercourse is allowed and recommended, 
which is inconsistent with the idea that any conscientious obsta- 
cle is in the way; and “ considerations of propriety and expedi- 
ency” are the only reasons alleged why the different bodies are 
to remain and be preserved entirely separate and independent.— 
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Such correspondence could never bring the parties nearer to un- 
ion; every attempt towards this would be unconstitutional, and 
ought to be resisted as a breach of the fundamental principle, that 
they “are to remain and be preserved entirely separate and inde- 
pendent.” Does not this give ground of suspicion, that these 
ecclesiastical bodies do stand in the way of scriptural unity, and 
that when the time of accomplishing this shall come, they shall 
he smitten like the feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s image? 

In short, it appears that this plan of correspondence and com 
munion is a sacrifice to the golden image of Unity and Forbear 
ance which has been set up, and to which almost all denomina 
tions of Christians have burned incense. Yet it is such a sacri- 
fice as the priests of this image will not be pleased with, nor ac 
cept; it is blind, and torn, and lame, and sick. 

Non tali auxilio, non defensoribus istis 


ry 
Tempus evel. 


rhe foundation of the plan being so ill laid; the superstructure 
reared upon it must be weak and useless. Any examination of it 
might therefore be thought unnecessary; but as it proceeds upon 
the principle of occasional communion among churches which are 
erected upon independent foundations, and continue separate; 
and as this principle has been extensively and industriously pro- 
pagated and patronized in the present day, and is acted upon by 
some professed Presbyterians, who yet “ from considerations of 
propriety and expediency,’’ make as little noise about it as possi- 
ble, and who consequently have not, like their American breth- 
ren, taken steps publicly to recommend or establish it asa gene- 
ral law—it may be of use to enquire a little into this part of the 
plan. The three following kinds or degrees of intercourse are 
recommended; “the communion of particular churches; the friend- 
ly interchange of ministerial services; and a correspondence of 
the several judicatories of the conferring churches.” The nmn- 
ner in which these are to be carried into effect is explained at 
length in the printed plan, and it is always specially provided by 
the contracting parties, that the supreme law of expediency be 
attended to, and that their fundamental and constitutional princi 
ples be preserved inviolable. 

One cannot but be struck with the coincidence between this 
plan and that proposed by the Independents in England during 
the sitting of the Westminster Assembly. The following quota- 
tion will shew this. ‘“ Holding,” say the Independents, “ and 
retaining communion with neighbour churches, [the Presbyterian 
churches,] in baptizing our children (as occasioa may fall out of 
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absence of our ministers) in their churches, and by occasional 
receiving the Lord’s supper in their churches, and receiving such 
members of theirs as are above mentioned, unto communion with 
us also occasionally: Also our ministers to preach in their con- 
gregations, and receive theirs also to preach in ours, as ministers 
of the gospel, as mutually there shall be a call from each other: 
And when we have any cases difficult and hard for ourselves, 
electively to advise with the elders of their churches: And in case 
of controversy, not to refuse to call them in for the composing 
of it. Further, in the case of the choice of elders, to seek the 
approbation and right-hand of fellowship from godly ministers 
of the churches together with our own: And in case any of our 
ehurches miscarry, through mal-administration or neglect of cen- 
sures, to be willing, upon scandal taken by their churches, to 
give an account, as to sister churches offended: And to esteem 
and account (as we do) a sentence of non-communion by 
them, as churches, against us upon such scandals wherein they 
are not satisfied, an heavy and sad judgment, and to be looked at 
as a means to humble us, and ordinance of God to reduce 
us.”* Notwithstanding this freedom which they had to hold 
occasional communion with the Presbyterian churches, and that 
they professed that they would “practice the most of the same 
things, and those the most substantial which are found in the 
rule itself, the same ordinances of worship in the Directory, the 
same officers, &c. of the same qualification required in the rule, 
the same qualification of members the assembly itself holds forth 
to have been in the primitive churches, &c. and these officers to 
join into one eldership in all acts of government of the church; 
holding also the same censures,” &c.; and although the Presby- 
terians agreed practically to bear with those who scrupled to re- 
cognise the subordination of judicatories, and diligently and zea- 
lously laboured to obtain the removal of certain obstacles to the 
exercise of discipline which were offensive to them as well as to 
their dissenting brethren; yet the latter proceeded rashly to set 
up and obstinately to maintain their separate and independent 
congregations, to the distracting of an unhappy people, at the 
critical moment when a public profession of religion, and the 
regular observance of its institutions, were about to be set up in 
agreat measure of agreeableness to the divine pattern, and with 
the prospect of the general satisfaction and lasting edification of 
three kingdoms; and all the apology they make for this is by 


* See the Papers and Answers of the Dissenting Brethren, and the Commit- 


tee of the Assembly of Divines—for Accommodation, at the reviving of that 
committee, 1645. 
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holding out a flag of pretended peace, forbearance, and occasion 
al communion with sister churches, With greatstrength of reason- 
ing did the committee of divines expose the inconsistency and 
unreasonableness of their principles and practices in this matter, 
although their words have been much misinterpreted, so as to 
mean that they intended to deny all liberty of worship to the 
dissenting brethren; whereas the scope of the paper shows that 
it was an ecclesiastical question, and ecclesiastical toleratiomy 
which they at that time discussed. A few quotations from that 
paper applicable to the plan of communion among American 
Presbyterians may be added. Concerning the proposal of their 
brethren, they say, “ It plainly holds out the lawfulness of gath- 
ering churches out of true churches, yea out of such true church- 
es as are endeavouring further to reform according to the word 
of God; whereof we are assured there is not the least hint of an 
example in all the book of God.”’ Concerning the offer of occa 
sional communion, they say, “If they may occasionally exercise 
these acts of communion, with us once, or a second, or a third 
time, without sin, we know no reason why it may not be ordinary, 
without sin too; and then separation and church-gathering would 
have been needless. To separate from those churches ordinarily 
and visibly, with whom occasionally you may join without sin, 
seemeth to be a most unjust separation. All the communion 
here spoken of is but ad placitum.” ‘They can preach in our 
congregetions, and admit us to do the like as ministers in theirs 
No need then of separate churches for the exercise of their minis 
try.’* If any person wishes to see this reasoning enlarged upon, 
and enforced by the consideration of the pernicious consequences 
that would follow from the principle opposed, particularly the 
introduction of “perpetual schism and division in the church,” 
the “‘ many irritations between the parties going away and those 
whom they leave, and again between the church that should be 
forsaken, and that to which they should go;”’ and “all manne! 
of confusion in families where the members were of several 
churches,” for satisfaction they may consult the book above re- 
ferred to, and from which these extracts are made 

It would have been more becoming if the Presbyterian bodies 
in America had been found acting upon the principles of ancient 
Presbyterians, instead of adopting the views, and even the lan 
guage of those who dissented from them, and who formed them- 
selves upon the independent model of New-England. Shall 
Presbyterians renounce the good old principles which have been 


* The Papers and Answers, Xc. pp. 19, 55, 56, 57. 
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so honourably tried, and have recourse to Independents, to leari: 
the things which tend to unity, to peace, and toedifying? Then 
may we say with the Poet, 

6 immota labescunt, 

“ Et que perpetuo sunt agitata, manent.” 

Indeed, among the strange revolutions of the present time, we 
"may expect to find revolutions in ecclesiastical bodies as well as 
Others; and those in America are not the only Presbyterians who 
have receded from the principles of their fathers, and who now 
look witha favourable eye upon certain opinions of Indepen- 
dents, which were instrumental, first, in retarding, and at last in 
putting an entire stop to that glorious reformation, which, with 
their brethren, they had jointly begun, and which both were un 
der solemn obligations jointly to perfect. 

SCOTO-PRESBYTERIANUS. 
se 

AFFINITY BETWEEN SIN AND ITS PUNISHMENT. 

When the proposal was made to Jacob’s sons, who by Joseplhi’s 
order, had been put into ward, that one of them should remain 
in prison as a hostage, and the rest go home and fetch their 
youngest brother, they made the following reflection one tv 
another. “ We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we 
would not hear; therefore, behold also, his blood is required.’’— 
Their conscience, being awakened by the afflictions which hap- 
pened to them, brought to their remembrance their relentless 
cruelty towards their brother: the recollection of what they had 
done filled them with remorse, while they saw and confessed the 
equity of Providence, in measuring to them according to the 
measure they meted to him. 

There is often to be seen in the course of Providence a near 
and striking affinity betwixt the sin and the stroke inflicted on 
account of its commission. Besides the instance in the case of 
Joseph’s brethren, there are many other examples to be found not 
only in sacred history but profane. When Adoni-bezek fell inte 
the hands of the Israelites, and was deprived of his thumbs and 
great toes, humbled by his sufferings, and led to reflection, he 
acknowledged the righteousness of God in what was done to him. 
“'Threescore and ten kings having their thumbs and their great 
toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table: as I have done, 
so God hath requited me.” David most wickedly invaded the 
bed of Uriah, and Absalom, in compliance with the counsel of 
Ahitophel, did the same to him. Nadab and Abihu, when offer 
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ing strange fire before the Lord, were devoured by fire. Jacob 
cheated his father, making him believe that he was Esau; and 
his father-in-law cheated him, beguiling him with Leah instead 
of Rachel. The same Rachel peevishly said, ‘‘ Give me children, 
or else I die.” She obtained her desire, and dies in delivery of 
one of them. The Jews crucify the Lord of glory, pretending 
to be afraid, that their permitting him to live would bring deso- 
lation upon them by the Romans; and, in consequence of their 
thus filling up the measure of their iniquity, the very evil 
they pretended to fear, actually came uponthem. To give an 
instance or two from profane records. Charles IX. carried his 
barbarous cruelty against the Protestants to such a length, as to 
make the very canals of Paris to stream with their blood: and 
soon after, the inhuman tyrant died most miserably, his blood 
streaming from every part of his body. Henry II. of France, in 
a fit of rage against a Protestant counsellor, committed him to 
the hands of one of his nobles to be imprisoned, with these words; 
that he would see him burnt with his own eyes. Within a few days 
after, having urged that same nobleman to engage with him ina 
tilting match, he was pierced in the eye by his lance and killed. 

I believe there are few or none whose observation and experi- 
ence will not furnish them with various instances in proof of the 
remark. Did people reflect more closely upon their own doings, 
and observe more attentively the doings of the Lord, they would, 
in many dispensations, read their sin in the most legible charac- 
ters. How impressed ought we to be with that solemn declara- 
tion, “‘ Verily, he isa God that judgeth in the earth.” The Most 
High is not an unconcerned spectator of the violations of his 
law. He sees and is displeased with every trespass; and though 
he may keep silence for a while, yet, in his own time, he wil! 
reprove the transgressor, and set his sin in order before his eyes 
With what circumspection then ought we to walk! With what 
accurate examination should we ponder the path of our feet !— 
With what strictness should we set a watch upon the door of our 
lips! With what diligence should we keep our hearts! “Judge 
not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, 
ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye meet, it shall be 


measured to you again.” Q. 
—— 
Krbortta ANE E. 


The Rev. Drs. R and ES" were colleagues in one of the 
churches of Edinburgh. The former was an elegant writer and 
handsome speaker; but belonged to that class of preachers, in the 
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national church, known by the name of moderate men; the latter 
was truly evangelical in his views and sentiments, and conse- 
quently ranked with those, who are denominated the orthodox 
clergy of the church. Dr. R——, one Sabbath morning, deliv- 
ered to the congregation asermon upon virtue. In his discourse 
he endeavoured to exhibit this ornament of christian character, 
under the most engaging aspect; and, after he had bestowed upon 
it every epithet of commendation, which his powerful imagina- 
tion could invent,he summed up the whole matter in this very 
animated and striking sentence. ‘“ Indeed virtue is an object in 
herself, so amiable, lovely and commanding, that were she to ap- 
pear, in our world personified, [am sure, men would fall down 
and worship her.” 

Dr. E——— ascended the pulpit, on the afternoon of the same 
Sabbath, and addressed the congregation. His subject happened 
to be more evangelical. He had occasion, therefore, to speak 
something of the fall of man and of the depravity of human na- 
ture. The conclusion of his colleague’s discourse seemed to 
vnilitate a little against this doctrine; and, therefore, induced 
him, in his sermon, to make a gentle allusion to it. He said, 
“ Probably his worthy brother had been carried away rather toe 
much by the warmth of his imagination and his attachment te 
his subject; when, in the forenoon, he declared, that men he was 
sure would fall down and worship virtue, were she to appear on 
our earth personified; for, that virtue had already once appear 
ed upon this earth personified; but men, instead of falling down 
and worshipping her, cried out against her, “ Away with her 
away with her; crucify her, crucify her.” 


— i 


A SINGULAR CONFESSION. 

A professor in one of the German universities, whose uncon. 
cern for religion generally, was notorious, was not less remarka 
ble for the care which he took in the religious instruction of his 
children. One of his friends, astonished at this inconsistency. 
and asking him the reason of this conduct, he answered, “ It is 
because I wish my children may enjoy more peace of mind and 
more contentment in this life than has ever fallen to my lot; and 


this they can obtain by no other means, than by possessing more 
faith than myself.” 


—_—— 


Satan is never more likely to do more mischief than when he 
puts on Samuel’s coat. GuRNALL. 
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Preserve a sense of thy spiritual wants. As fullness inclines 
the body to sleep, so doth a conceit of spiritual fulness, the soul; 
when the belly is full, then the bones would be at rest, the man 
hath more mind to sleep than work; whereas he that is pinched, 
his craving stomach keeps him awake; if once thou beginnest 
to have a high opinion of thyself, and thy spiritual hunger be a 
little staid, from a conceit of thy present store, and sufficiency of 
thy grace, truly then thou wilt compose thyself to sleep, and 
sing the rich man’s lullaby to thy soul. Take thy ease, O my 
soul, thou hast goods laid up for many years. Christian, if thou 
wouldst keep thy soul awake for this or any other ordinance, 
take heed thou losest not the sense of thy wants; begging is the 
poor man’s trade; when thou beginnest to conceit thyself rich, 
then thou wilt be in danger to give it over, or be remiss in it. 

GuRNALL 





Summary of Religious Xutelligence. 








In the following summary we have endeavoured to give ina 
condensed form the amount of the most interesting Religious In- 
telligence which the last month’s arrivals have furnished.— 


EUROPE. 


Persecution at Geneva.—This city, once celebrated as the mother of the 
Aeformation churches, and which enjoyed the labours of a Calvin and a Beza, 
a Turretine and a Stapfer, is now sunk in Unitarianism; and notwith- 
standing the exclusive claims of that sect to liberality, it is obvious that they 
are liberal only so long as they have not the power to oppress. The venerable 

ompany of Geneva pastors have drawn up certain articles prohibiting any 
minister to preach on the Divinity of our Lord, original sin, and other funda- 
mental doctrines; and such ministers as adhere to the doctrines of the cross, 
have been, and continue to be the victims of the most illiberal persecution. 
Of these Mr. Malan appears to be the most distinguished. Though of the 
most eminent talents, unwearied benevolence, and fervent piety, yet because 
he continues in the face of all opposition, to preach salvation through a di- 
vine Saviour, he has been deposed from his office as regent of the College, de- 
prived of his ministerial character in the church, and subjected to every injury 
and petty insult which the Arian, Socinian and Pelagian ministers could 
invent, to gratify their malignant feelings. Under the protection of govern- 
ment, however, he continues to preach in a small chapel without the walls.— 
A year or two ago, he visited Scotland, and at the meeting of the United 
Associate Synod in September last, was received into the fellowship of that 
body. 

At Edinburgh a society has been formed to co-operate with that in Glasgow, 
‘or promoting the spiritual interests of Scottish settlers in the British provin- 
ces of North America. The Edinburgh petition to Parliament for the mitiga- 
tion of Slavery in the West Indies has received about sixteen thousand sig- 
natures. 


—>— 


ASIA. 


Bombay is a small Island on the west coast of Hindostan, but very important 
4s @ missionary station. A mission was first established here in 1813, which 
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has been subjected to numerous changes and bereavements. Yet with the 
good hand of God upon them they continue to persevere. They have trans- 
jated and printed most of the New Testament, and portions of the Old, into the 
Mahratta language, which is spoken by twelve millions of pagan idolaters in 
Bombay and the adjeining country. In August last, connected with the mis- 
sion there were 35 Schools; containing 2000 children. A greater number than 
there has been at any former period. 


Otaheite-—The progress of the gospel in these Islands of the Sea, is truly as- 
tonishing. A letter dated at Hidia, in Otaheite,in September last, states, that 
ihe number of adults who have offered themselves fo, baptism is 247, of whom 
I have baptized 139. Our church consists of 69 members, 40 of whom were 
received into communion at other stations. The attendance of the people on 
the Sabbath day is good. Nearly all inhabiting a space of 20 miles, ( viz 10 
on each side of the station,) attend, in numbers between 500 and 600. A 
spacious chapel is building; it is plastered and nearly floored, but not seated. 
The school is increased from 100 to neai!y 200. In the adult school, which 
assembles every morning excepting Saturday, from 200 to S00 attend. I am 
going on with my Taheitan Dictionary, and t have begun the translation of 
the prophecy of Hosea. 


Sandwic! Islands.—The most gratifying intelligence respecting the progress 
of christianity continues to be received from these Islands. In the Island of 
Mawaii there are 40 schools in operation, conteining an aggregate of not less 
than 800 scholars; about one half of these is inthe village of Lahaina. In 
this place not fewer than 50 families regularly maintain family worship even- 
ing and morning. Three native female praye: meetings have been established. 
Mr. Richards mentions that 6 churches are now builaing in the Island. Asa 
proof of the zeal of the natives in their erection, the boards in some instances, 
have been brought 25 miles on men’s backs. A building has been completed at 
Lahaina, ninety feet by twenty-four, a little higher than a one story house in 
America. It was opened for worship in July lasi, and on the evening previous, 
a herald was sent through the village crying as he went, * Zo morrow we en- 
ter the new house of prayer. In that house ali noise is forlndden, all laugh- 
ler, all talk, all whispermg. No dog shali enier ut, end no child that will 
make a noise ; no tobacco pipe shail be carried there, and, after meeting, all the 
people shall retire in silence.” From that time the church has every Sabbath 
been completely filled with attentive audicnces. “ Blessed indeed, is La- 
haina”’ are the words often on the lips of the natives, and we would respond, 


- * Blessed be the Lord for what Lahaina is.” It is only two years since the 


mission was first established at this place. 

The Rev. Mr. Stewart who went out as a missionary, in 1822, and to whom 
we are indebted for much interesting intelligence, has Leen uncer the necessity 
of returning with Mrs. Stewart. whose health is in a very precarious state. 
He is expected at New-York by the next arvival tvom Liverpool. 


Ceylon.—The last intelligence from Oodooville, in this Island, states, that 
there is now at thatplace a Female Boarding School, Thirteen native Free 
Schools, a decent place of worship, a respectable congregation, and a little 
church. 


Burmah.—The situation of the missionaries in this empire since the com- 
mencement of the war, has been distressing and eritical in the highest de- 
gree. That war isnow closed. Merque, Java, Zea, and Arracan, are ceded 
to the British. Ava is to receive a Resident, and Rangoon a Consul. We 
sincerely hope that this, through the prayers of the churches, will turn 
out for the furtherance of the gospel in that benighted region, 

= mlm = 


AFRICA. 


Bethelsdorp, 500 miles east of Cape Town. Here a new place of 
worship, has been erected for the Hottentots, at the opening of which, 
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about 500 were present, to hear the word of salvation. In the end of 1821 
Dr. Phillips who has the superintendence of the Society’s Missions in the 
colony, visited this station, and made the following communication to the 
society: Ican now meet the calumniators of missions, and the enemies of 
the Hottentotson their own ground, and challenge them to shew me, inany 
part of the world,a people more capable of being improved than the abused 
Hottentots of South Africa, or attempts at civilization more complete in their 
success than what may now be seen at Bethelsdorp. 


F’reetown.—The mission at Freetown, Sierra Leone, under the Church Mis- 
sionary Society is represented as ina prosperous condition. This year, three 
missionaries, three schoolmasters, and one schoolmistress have been added ta 
the mission. 


Liberta.—The last accounts from Liberia represent the colony as in a flour- 
ishing state. Two new settlements had been made, and the natives were on 
terms of good faith with the emigrants. On the 17th of February the brig Vine 
arrived from Boston with colonists, having taken out the Rev. Mr. Holton a 
missionary, the Rev. Mr. Sessions, agent to the colony, and Mr. Force, 
aprinter. The colony was overjoyed at their safe arrival. A journal under 
the title of the ‘Liberia Herald’ had commenced. Subsequent accounts men- 
tion the death of Mr. Sessions and Mr. Force, after a short illness. 

ee 


AMERICA. 

The anniversaries of the American Religious and Charitable Institutions 
which took place in May, renders the intelligence under this head volumi- 
nous and interesting; a very brief notice of these is all that we can propose, 
observing the order of their celebration. Our extracts are made chiefly 
from the New-York Religious Chronicle. 


New-York Sunday School Union Society.—This institution held its Meet- 
ing on the 9th. The following statements are prepare’ ‘rom the Report. 

The Schools connected with this Union have inecrea.: to the number of 
sixty, of which the folowing general statement, is believed to be correct; 

The number of male conductors is 338; female conductors, (belonging 
to this Union) 236. 

Of these 417 are professors of religion ; the remaining 357 are not pro- 
iessors, 

There are of scholars—white boys, 3096; coloured boys, 326; coloured 
adults, 94. White girls, 1325; coloured girls, 103; coloured adults, 57; 
total number of scholars, 5001. 


Amervcan Home Missionary Socicty.—This society held its first meeting 
on thetenth. The object of it is “to assist feeble congregations and to 
spread the gospel among the destitute within the limits of the United 
States.” A constitution was agreed upon, and recommended to the United 
Womestic Missionary Society, for adoption at their ensuing Meeting. 


American Tract Society.—With the nature and objects of this society, 
eur readers are already acquainted From its first annua! Report the fol- 
lowing intelligence is collected.—The publishing committee have, during 
the year, approved of 125 tracts, comprising six volumes of 400 pages; the 
whole number printed by the Society is 697,900; comprising, exclusive of 
covers, 8, 053, 500 pages. 

4 friendly correspondence has been opened with ihe London Religious 
Tract Society, the London Prayer Book and Homily Society, and the Reli- 
gious Tract and Book Society of Ireland, With the different kindred in- 
stitutions of our own country there exists the most friendly intercourse.— 
‘Two State Branches have been formed during the year in our own state, 
A branch has also been established in South-Carolina, Among the ftour~ 
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ishing Auxiliaries, the Female Tract Society of this city, the Young Men’s 

ract Society, and the Auxiliary Tract Society of Utica stand pre-eminent. 

The whole sum received by the Society for publishing Tracts, during 
the past year, is $10,158 79.—Of this sum $3,233 22, have been received 
from Branches, Auxiliaries, benevolent individuals and institutions for 
Tracts sold; $2,431 have been received from 36 Life Directors ; $2,307 by 
115 Life Members, and $2,187 consist of annual subscriptions, donations, 
&c. &c. The whole sum expended by the Society is $10,129 86; leaving 
a balance of $28 92 remaining in the treasury. 


American Bible Society —The tenth anniversary of this institution was 
celebrated, on the 11th. in the Dutch church, Nassau-street, New-York ; 
the room in the City Hotel being found to be to small. At the meeting of 
delegates, at the Sociviy’s house, on the preceding day, many very interesting 
facts, respecting the want of Bibles, were sated. The prosperity of the So- 
ciety continues undiminished, and its usefulness daily extends. The usual! 
resolutions were passed. 

“From the official statements we learn that there have been printed by the 
Society in the tenth year of its labours, English Bibles—28,250; French—2,- 
000 ; Spanish—4,000 ; English Testaments—44,750 ; French—2,000; making 
31,000. The amount of the nine preceding years was, 451,902; making since 
the Society’s first organization, a total of 532,902, upwards of half a million 
copies. The isues of the past year were of both Bibles and Testaments, 67.- 
134; of the nine years anterior, 372,913. ‘Total issues of ten years, 440,047. 
fn this amount were embraced 5,386 copies in Spanish. An edition Of 2000 
pocket Bibles now in the press. 

The nett receipts of the year were $51, 489 94; of last year, $44,833 08. 
Difference, $6,566 86; nett payments, $48,346 66. 

The gratuitous issues have reached the amount of 16,547 Bibles and Tes- 
taments, valued at $10,541 88. 

Fifty-four new Auxiliaries have been added—making the whole number 
recognised 506.” 


Presbyterian Education Society.—This Society held its eighth anniversary 
meeting on the 11th. Its object is, to assist young men in an obtaining educa- 
tion preparatory tothe ministry. The repoit states, that, 

“ As reports from all the branches of the Society have not been received : 
«t is impossible to ascertain precisely the number of students under the pa- 
tronage of the Society. Judging, however, from what have been received, and 
trom former reports, the number is estimated at about 125. 

The balance in the treasury at the last anniversary, was $225 91, and 
there have been received sinee $1,371 13, making in all, $1,597 04. Of this, 
there have been appropriated to the aid of beneficiaries under the care of dif- 
ferent auxiliary societies and executive committees, and for other purposes, 
$1,400 23, leaving a balance in the treasury of $196 76.” 


‘ American Jews Society.—This Society instituted for ameliorating the con- 


dition of converted Jews, has entirely failed in the att<inment of this object. 
At their meeting on the 12th, a report was read which «as not accepted. The 
reasons for rejecting it appeared to be, partly a reluctance to detail more fully 
the disappointments the Society has encountered during the past year, and 
partly an objection to the manner in which the document was prepared. After 
a protracted meeting, during which a good deal of warmth was manifested, 
the Society adjourned ; having effected nothing except the choice of a new set 
+f officers, elected by a close ballot. “It appears that nearly $8,600 have 
een received by the Society the last year, and that the expenditures have ex- 
ceeded $7,000, leaving in the treasury a balance of $15,512. As no line of 
proceeding has been determined on for the ensuing year, it is supposed that 
these funds will be accumulating by investment, till some clearer indications of 


the measures best adapted to promote the grand design of the institution, shall 
De apparent.” 
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American Sabbath School Union.—This Society held its second anniver 
sary in Philadelphia, on the 23d ult. The following statistical velw of the 
present operations of the Society is collected from the Philadelhian. 





States. Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 
Maine, about 100 1300 6000 
New-Hampshire, 132 1400 8000 
Vermont, 85 532 5723 
Massachusetts, 8t 825 6078 
Rhode-Island, 28 280 1700 
Connecticut, 5 1241 7083 
New-York, 341 3295 22811 
New-Jersey, 293 2025 13710 
Pennsylvania, 557 4843 36399 
Maryland, 45 461 3158 
Delaware, 27 187 1641 
Virginia, 56 605 4538 
North-Carolina, 46 352 2648 
South-Carolina, 29 276 1925 
Georgia, 33 254 1980 
Alabama, 4 39 352 
Mississippi, 8 24 172 
Louisiana, 1 5 50 
lennessee, 3 35 261 
Kentucky, 8 82 731 
Ohio, 60 339 2929 
Indiana, no returns. 

Missouri and Illinois, 106 472 3697 
Michigan, 2 29 280 
District of Columbia, 22 295 2452 
Total, 2114 17209 134368 


The number of Sabbath scholars throughout the world, exclusive of the 
United States, was estimated at 857.905, at the iast anniversary. Great Brit 
ain and Ireland. since, report an addition of 25,722. The grand total of Sab- 
ath scholars in the world, is 1,080,000. 


United Domestic Missionary Society.—lt is already known that this Society 
discourages the system of itinerating in missionary labours, conceiving that 
the most good can be accomplished by assisting poor and infant congrega- 
tions in the supvort of stated ministers, and missionaries, who should have 
in their care two, three, or four congregations. On these principles, then, 
the society has extended aid during the last year to one hundred and forty- 
eight churches and congregations: and these have been supplied in whole 
or in part by one hundred and twenty-seven missionaries. ‘They have thus 
made provision for the entire support of 27 years and 9 months of missiona- 
ry labour; and have secured to the congregations aided, equal to 115 
years and 11 months of parochial or ministerial service. 

Of the society’s missionaries, 100 have been employed in the state ot 
New-York, 1 in Vermont, 1 in New-Jersey, 7 in Pennsylvania, 7 in Ohio, 
din Michigan, 4 in [ndiana,3 in Misseuri, 1 in Lllinois, 1 in East Florida, 
and 1 im Lower Canada, 

The society have paid since the last anniversary, for the support of these 
missionaries, for the expense of their office, and agencies employed, the 
sum of $10,156. The receipts of the past year have amounted to $11,804; 
and there is now in the treasury $1,647. 

The Report concluded by referring te the transactions of the Convention 
fo form the American Home Missionary Society, and recommended aban- 
ening its distinctive character, and merging the society in the proposell 
zustitution, 
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The Rev. Mr. Wisner, of Boston, then moved a resolution to change the 
name of the society to that of the AMERICAN Home Missronary Soct- 
ETY, and to adopt the constitution prepared by the convention of delegates ; 
which was unanimously adopted. 


West Indies.—Societies have been formed in several of the West India 
islands for the religious instruction and education of the blacks, with the 
countenance of the civil and ecclesiastical authority. In the Island of Nevis 
Sunday schools have been established, in which upwards of 700 slaves are 
receiving instruction. Mr. Blyth, a member of the United Associate Synod 
in Scotland, and who studied under the Rev. George Paxton, is labouring 
with great diligence and success among the slave population in Jamaica. 











Hiterary and Scientific Notices. 


Henry's Commentary.—It will be seen by the advertisement on our cov- 
er, that Messrs. Towar & HoGaAn, Philadelphia, propose to publish, by 
subseription, an American edition of this valuable work. This, we think, 
will prove an acceptable service to the religious public: valuable as this 
work is acknowledged to be, but few copies are to be met with in the coun- 
try; and the high price of imported copies, (fully double that at which it is 
now offered.) effectuaily prevent its general circulation. We therefore hope 
the publishers will meet with sufficient encouragement to warrant their 
preceeding with the propsed undertaking. ‘The following testimonies are a 
few, among many, which might be cited, to shew the estimation in which it 
is held, by men of the soundest judgment, and unquestionable piety. 

Dr. Doddridge says—“ Henry is perhaps the only commentator so large, 
that deserves to be entirely and attentively read- igh. The iemarkable 
passages I think should be remaiked. There is muclito be learned from this 
in a speculative, and still more in a practical way.” 

Dr. Edward Williams says—* It is an incomparable work, and too well 
known to need a discriminating character.” 

Rev. Thomas Hurtweli Herne, in his valuable Introduction to the Study 
of the Seriptures, says, that its high and generally known value is so just and 
extensive, that it needs no recommendation. 

The Rev. dam Clarke, the Commentator, says—* The Rev. Matthew 
ilenry, a very eminent dissenting minister, is the author of a very extensive 
commentary on the Old and New Testaments, and one of the most popular 
works of the kind ever published. It is always orthodox, generally judicious, 
and truly pious and practical.” 





1 Warning against Uniterian and Hopkinsian Errors, has been pub- 
lished by a commitee of the Assoviate Synod. This, we consider a valuable 
production, as itcontains a brief statement and refutation of the most dis- 
tinguished heresies of the Hopkinsian school. We are aware that some 
Hopkinsians do not embrace all the sentiments stated in the “ Warning,” 
but it is ascertain that others do. 


Respiration.—The two processes of inspiration and expiration generally 
alternate with each other, while the body is at rest, about 20 times in a minute. 
If, therefore, we adopt, from Dr. Menzies’ experiments, forty cubic inches as 
the average bulk of air inhaled and exhaled, it will follow, that a full-grown 
person respires 48,000 cubic inches in an hour, or 1,152,000 cubic inches in the 
«ourse of day ; a quantity equal to about 79 hogsheads. 


lg 


KS The Veiw of Public Affairs, and several other important articles of 
Intelligence, from an uncommon press of matter, are necessarily deferred. 
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MINUTES 


Of the Associate Synod of North America, at their Meeting in Phi 
ladelphia 24th May, 1826, and continued by adjournment, 
being their Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting. 


PHILADELPHIA, May 24, 1826. 
The Associate Synod of North America met, and was consti 
tuted with prayer by Mr. ANprew SrTark, moderator. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 
From the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


Ministers—Francis Pringle, Thomas B. Clarkson,* Alexande: 
Gordon.* Elders—John McAllister, William Morris. 


From the Presbytery of Cambridge. 
Ministers—Alexander Bullions,* Peter Campbell, Andrew 
Stark, James Martin, James Irvine, James White, Thomas Beve 
ridge, Thomas Ferrier,* James Millar.* Elders—Peter Fenton 
Chauncey Webster, William McGeoch.* 


From the Presbytery of Chartiers. 


Ministers—James Ramsay, D. D. William Wilson,* Alexander 
Wilson,* Thomas Hanna. 


From the Presbytery of Ohio. 
Minister—Alexander Murray.* 


From the Presbytery of Allegheny. 
None. 


From the Presbytery of Miami. 
Ministers—Andrew Isaac, James Adams, David Carson 


From the Presbytery of the Carolinas. 
Minister—Andrew Heron. 


Excuses were offered for the absence of Messrs. John Wallace 
and Thomas Ketchen, and sustained. 

The minutes of last meeting were read. 

A report of the proceedings of the committee for publishing the 
-‘ Warning,” was presented and read. After some remarks on the 
report, a committee was appointed to examine the Warning, as to 
paner, printing, &c. and report how it should be disposed of.— 
Messrs. Heron, Beveridge, Carson and Webster, the committee. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to superintend the 
printing of the minutes, with instructions to have them published 
in the June No. of the Religious Monitor. 

Resolved further, That the committee shall publish the whole 
ef the minutes, except such parts as Synod shall order not to be 
printed. Messrs. Heron, Martin and Webster, the committee. 

Mr. Pringle offered, in writing, the resignation of his office as 
clerk to the Synod, which was laid on the table. 


Those marked thus * were not present when Synod was constituted. 
a 









































42 


Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning, and closed with 
prayer. 


Thursday, May 25. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer Le. the moderator.— 


Messrs. James Millar, Wm. Wilson, Alex. Wilson, Alex. Mur 
ray, Thos. Ferrier, Alex. Bullions, Alex. Gordon, ministers; and 

m. McGeoch, elder, appeared and took their seats. 

Last evening the moderator preached from 2 Cor. iv. 5—“ We 
preach, not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

James Ramsay, D. D. was chosen moderator. 

Inquiry was made respecting the observance of the Synodica! 
Fast; and it was found to have been generally observed. Messrs. 
Martin and Irvine signified that on account of not having receiv 
ed the act for the fast, they had neglected it. This excuse was 
not sustained. 

Messrs. Murray and Hanna were appointed a committee to ex 
amine the records of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

A complaint was entered, that the order for forwarding copies 
of the Book of Discipline to Philadelphia, had not been obeyed ; 
when the moderator observed, that after waiting for some time an 
epportunity, he had several weeks since sent on a quantity ot 
gaid books, which might soon be expected in Philadelphia. This 
explanation was deemed satisfactory. 

On inquiry, whether the resolution of last year for making col 
lections for missionary purposes, had been attended to, it was found 
that separate collections for said purposes had not been generally 
made. Whereupon the following motion was made and seconded 
— Whereas, the order of last year for making collections for mis 
sionary purposes having been generally neglected, therefore— 
Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to digest a ge 
nerai and efficient system relative to this matter. Messrs. Bul 
lions, Hanna and Carson to be said committee. 


| To prepare the 
draught of an act for a Fast, Messrs. Beveridge and Martin. 


Resolved, That a commitice be appvinted to prepare the draught 
of a pastoral letter to be addressed to the people under the care 
of the Synod, and that said committee be enjoined to report as 
soon as possible. Messrs. Heron and Gordon the committee. 

The following papers were presented and read: 


THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO 
ReportT— 


That they have proceeded with Mr. McClintock, by exhibiting a libe! 
against him ; which being put into his hand, he was heard upon a number 
of charges, at several meetings ; and that he has been suspended from the 
exercise of the ministry, for errors taught, and vindicated by him in a pam- 
phlet which he has published. 

Against the whole of our proeedure he has protested, and appealed tu 
Synod. This appeal has been rejected by our Presbytery, because it was 
of so general a nature that it was imposaible it could be taken up in Synod, 
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(o the extent thereof; or that it could be fairly met by our Presbytery. 
\gainst this rejection of his appeal he has also protested, and appealed to 
Synod. This appeal has been admitted; and we have given him extracts 
of oor minutes, and hold ourselves prepared to make such defence and ex- 
planation of our proceedings as may be found necessary. 

Mr. David Goodwillie was ordained in the united congregations of Poland, 
Liberty, and Deer Creek, onthe 26ih of April; and on the same day, Mr. 
Matthew Snodgrass was licensed to preach the gospel. ‘The Basis of Union 
in Scotland has come te hand; but as it has not been put into the hands of 
our members generally, we are not prepared to express our minds upon the 
subject. The members of our Presbytery, impressed with a sense of the 
importance of this subject, would wish the attention of Synod to be direct- 
ed to it as early as possible. 

By the timely assistance we received from probationers and the settle- 
ment of Mr. Geodwillie, our hands are strengthened, new vacancies have 
been organized, and as much supply is required as can be granted, 


DAVID IMBRIE, Mod’r. 


A petition was read, from certain members of the Presbytery 
of Chariters, viz. John Walker, Samuel Irvine, Thos. Hanna and 
Daniel McLean, praying to be disannexed from said Presbytery, 
and to be constituted into a separate one, by the name of the Pres- 
bytery of Muskingum. Also, 

A petition from certain individuals of Pike and Lincoln coun- 
ties, Missouri, praying Synod to furnish them with such a dispen- 
sation of the gospel and gospel ordinances, as they have within 
their power to grant. 

REPORT OF THE PRESBSYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS. 

Mr. James Lyle was ordained to the office of the holy ministry, and in- 
“talled as pastor of the united congregations of Bethe}, Little River, and 
smyrna, on the 4th of May, 1825 

Mr. William M. McElwee, according to appointment of Synod, was ta- 
ken on trial, and on the 4th of August, 1825, licensed to preach the gospel. 

The Rev. John Mushat has, on account of indisposition, suspended the 
exercise of his ministry since January, 1625; and itis not probable that the 
«hurch will enjoy his public labours again. Mr. Jolin Robertson’s death, 
aun afflicting visitation to the ehurch, has been most severely felt by us, as 
we by appointment of Synod, expected hisaid. These privations, tozether 
with the frailty by age, of one of our members, and the local distance of 
two others from the principal body of eur church im the Carolinas, have 
left us weak, and our vacancies but partially supplied. The field for min- 
isterial labours, in charge of this Presbytery, has alse been considerably en- 
jarged since the last meeting of Synod, by an application from Alabama, 
Madison county, and by the organization of a new vacancy; in Haywood 
county, N. C. called Piedment. 

Finding ourselves unable to afford the necessary supply to the vacancies 
already organized within our bounds, we beg leave to recommend to the 
immediate attention of Synod the call from Alabama. We think this call 
opens a fair prospect of useful exertion, if early aitention be given; but early 
attention is necessary. They have received some supply by Mr. McElwee ; 
but mueh more time than this Presbytery can afford, is necessary in order 
to produce any permanent effect. We trust that Synod will provide, as 
means shall enable and wisdom direct. A. ANDERSON, Mod’r. 


REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


Several important events have taken place within the bounds of this Pres- 
wytery during the past year. The calls forwarded to us by Synod for Mr. 
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David Goodwillie were, according to directions, presented to him for electioti 
Lhe one from the United congregations of Poland, Liberty and Deer Creek. 
was accepted. Mr. James Whyte, having accepted a call from the Associate 
congregation of Salem, was on the 6th of July ordained to the office of the 
holy ministry, and installed as the Pastor of that congregation. A call from 
the Associate congregation of Barnet, to Mr. Thomas Goodwillie, as colleague 
with his father the Reverend David Goodwillie, has been sustained. 

In the month of September, Mr. John Russell, a preacher from the United 
Associate Synod of Scotland, was received by the Committee appointed by 
Synod for the purpose of receiving preachers from abroad, and has preached 
iu our bounds with great acceptance. From November until May he has 
been engaged in Canada. 

A petition from the united congregations of Stamford, Thorold, and Beaver - 
dam, for one to moderate in a call, has been granted. A like petition fron: 
the Associate Congregation of Argyle, has also been granted. A petition has 
been received from several individuals of York, Livingston county, state of 
New-York, praying to be taken under the care of Presbytery and to receive 
such supply as may be thought proper to be given them. This petition has 
been granted, and an appointment given to Mr. Beveridge to supply in this 
place, and moderate in a call, according to the petition from the united con- 
gregations of Stamford, Thorold, and Beaver-dam; provided Synod may send 
him again into our bounds. 

On petition from the Rev. Thomas Ferrier, the pastoral relation between 
aim and the Associate Congregation of Ryegate, has been dissolved. 

In the month of July, a communication from the Rey. James Millar wae 
seceived by Presbytery, in which he stated that the young woman who had 
tived with him, had taken an oath before a civil magistrate, that she was with 
child by him. In this communication Mr. Millar declared his innocence, and 
desired a meeting of Presbytery as early as possible, to investigate this affair. 
Presbytery appointed a committee to proceed to Putnam, to make due inves- 
tigation and report to Presbytery. ‘This case being investigated, and reported 
by the committee, and considered at several subsequent meetings, Presbytery 
nwesy oorcld to refer the case, simpliciter, to Synod. 

On petition from the Associate Fcameatios of Putnam, the pastoral rela- 
tion between Mr. Millar and that congregation has been dissolved. Messrs. 
Finlay McNaughton, Archibald Whyte, Jr. and William Easton, students ot 
theology, under our care, having spent four entire terms of study, at our East-~- 
ern Theological Seminary, and having given to us repeated evidences of ta- 
lents, theological learning, and piety, we most cordially recommend, that, as 
early as possible, they may be taken on trials for license. . 

The state of religion within our bounds is much as formerly. To most ot 
the congregations now settled, there have been respectable accessions. We 
have, however, still to lament much manifest Jukewarmness, and much sinful 
conformity to the world. ; 

The Synod will readily perceive, from the number of our vacancies, that a 
\iberal portion of supply will be needed by us. — 

We cannot close this report, without mentioning with feelings of sorrow, 
our deep sense of the loss sustained by the church in the death of our able, 
worthy, and much-lamented professor, the late Dr. John Banks. We desire 
to bow in submission to the Divine will, in this afflicting dispensation ; and 
would unite our prayers with the prayers of the whole church, that our Divine 
{lead may raise up and qualify men for every work in the church—that Zion's 
interests may still be advanced, and God’s name glorified. 

Duly submitted by order of Presbytery, 


JAMES WHYTE, Mod’r. 
JAMES IRVINE, Clerk. 


The petition of certain members of the Presbytery of Chartiers 
was taken into consideration, and after some conversation on the 
subject, was granted. Whereupon the Synod ordered that the 
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petitioners, their sessions and congregations and all the vacancies 
within their bounds, be disannexed from the Presbytery of Char- 
tiers, and be erected into a new and separate Presbytery by the 
name of the Presbytery of Muskingum; and that the Presbytery 
of Muskingum hold their first meeting at Cadiz on the 4th Wed- 
nesday of August next, at 11 o’clock A. M.—at which time the 
Rev. J. Walker shall preach, and constitute the said Presbytery. 
and further, it is ordered that all documents which may then be 
in the hands of the Presbytery of Chartiers, affecting the Presby 
tery of Muskingum, be transferred to them. 

Messrs. Pringle, Heron and Stark were appointed a committee 
of arrangements. 

Adjourned till 3 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 


3 o'clock P. M. 
Synod met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with 
prayer by the moderator. 
The minutes of the last sitting were read and corrected. 
The following papers were presented and read: 


REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Our report for the year intervening between the last and the present sessiou: 
of Synod, must bear the stamp, not a little, of mourning, lamentation and 
®oe. The hand of death has been pressing sore upon our members. The re- 
moval of our brother, Mr. Smith, in August last,and the more recent and 
sudden death of Dr. Banks, while they give occasion for near relatives to 
mourn their loss, have bereaved their flocks of their accustomed, stated enjoy- 
ment of gospel ordinances; at the same time that such events have reduced 
the numbers of acting members of Presbytery very low. Especially when, to 
this statement it is necessary to add, that at a meeting of Presbytery in Au- 
gust last, Mr. Gordon offered his resignation of the pastoral charge of the two 
congregations of Guinston and Lower Chanceford, for want of support. Of 
this resignation, the Presbytery, at their meeting in October, after weighing al! 
cireumstances, found it necessary to accept. Of the two remaining ministerial 
members of Presbytery, one is advanced in years, and the other is in a deli- 
cate state of health. The consideration of these things must make it obvious 
to every member of Synod, that the Presbytery stands in peculiar need of as- 
sistance. To provide for the vacancies now under our care, no fewer than 
four preachers or ministers without charge, would be constantly needed to 
preserve and cherish them. The Philadelphia congregation would need con- 
stant supply ; and so would Baltimore, which has since last meeting been or- 
ganized aud Elders ordained in connection with the society at the Thistle 
factory ; and the prosperity of the other vacancies depends as a mean, on 
being regularly supplied. Amidst the loss sustained by the death of ou 
Brethren in Presbytery, we have, however, reason to be thankful that our va- 
cancies have been supplied for a number of weeks beyond what we could 
have expected from the appointment of Synod, by the arrival in our bounds 
of Messrs. T, Ferrier and James P. Miller, early in April, and Mr, Russell, a 
few weeks ago. 

It seems proper to add, that considering the important station which Dr. 
Banks filled, as Teacher of Theology in the Eastern Seminary, his removal is 
the more to be lamented; and the Synod will no doubt see the necessity ot 
taking steps to procure a successor without delay. In the mean time, not- 
withstanding the bereaving providences with which the Lord has seen meet 
to exercise us, and which loudly call for serious reflection and deep humilia- 
tion, and which, in a special manner, are calculated to impress upon every 
member of Synod the duty of preparing to give an account of his Steward- 
ship, we are not to cast away our confidence in him who walks in the midst 
of the golden candlesticks, and holds the stars in his right hand, The may 
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whose name is the Branch, even He shall build the Temple of the Lord, afidl 
he shall bear the glory. That the Head of the church still lives, and is giver 
to be Head over all things to the church, is our comfort and our rejoicing. 

It is thought needful to state that Messrs. Smart and Easton are within 
the bounds of this Presbytery; that they have finished the term appointed for 
attending the Theological Seminary, and Presbytery agree to recommend 
them to be taken on trials for licensure. 

By Order of Presbytery, 
F. PRINGLE, Pby. Cik. 
REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHENY. 


We have to regret the small portion of supply which has fallen to us since 
Jast meeting of Synod. Mr. Samuel McLean only has fulfilled his appoint- 
sents in our bounds. On receiving information of Mr. David Goodwillie’s 
acceptance of a call in the Ohio Presbytery, who had been appointed two 
months with us, we thought it reasonable that the Ohio brethren should send us 
Mr. James P. Miller; and accordingly made application to them, but were dis- 
appointed in our expectations, and consider we have ground of complaint.— 
There is the greater cause to regret the small portion of supply, as our vacan- 
eles haye sustained very material injury by such frequent disappoimtments : 
Resides, from thei. local situation, at a distance from most of the settled con- 
gregations, only one or two of the ministers of Presbytery are contiguous to 
them, and find it impracticable to supply them, unless very seldom. On these 
accounts, we earnestly request the reverend Synod to make such provision 


for the ensuing year, as will be more liberal, and less liable to disappoint- 
tents, than formerly. . 


No such material changes have occurred in any of the congregations un- 
der our care as deserve to be reported to Synod. We have the pleasure of in- 
forming Synod, that atpresent mutual harmony and confidence exists amongst 
the members of our Presbytery ; and from this and other circumstances, we 
entertain fevourable hopes of the increase of our numbers, and of their ad- 


vancement in Christian knowledge, and a conversation becoming the gospet 
of Christ. 


Signed by Order of Presbytery, 
JOHN DICKEY, Modr. 
HUGH KIRKLAND, Ci. 
[The Report of the Presbytery of Chartiers, from its great length 
is omitted. It will be inserted in the next No. of the Monitor.} 


On motion—Resolved, That the publishing committee be em- 
powered to correct such verbal inaccuracies as they may meet 
with in the papers to be printed. 

Resolved, That a part of next sederunt be employed in devo- 
tional exercises; the moderator to open the meeting, and two 
brethren to follow in prayer and praise. The brethren to do so, 
Messrs. Whyte and Irvine. 

The Synod then proceeded to the consideration of the unfinish- 
ed business of last year’s meeting, respecting the “ Union in Scot- 
jand,” when the following motion was made and seconded, “ That 
the Synod procéed immediately to the question, approve or dis~- 
approve of said union.” After some time spent in discussing this 
motion, the Synod adjourned to meet again at half past 8 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 


Friday, May 26. 
Synod met, and after praise, was opened with prayer by the 


moderator. Messrs. Whyte and Irvine followed with prayer and 
praise. 


The minutes of last sitting were read and corrected, 
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Resumed the consideration of the motion left under discussion 
at last sitting. 

During the discussion, Mr. Irvine wished to have the following 
question of order considered, whether Mr. James Millar be en- 
titled toaseat inSynod. The reason of bringing this question be- 
fore Synod was stated to be this, that the Presbytery of Cambridge 
had voted, at a late meeting, that Mr. Millar was not entitled to 
a seat in said Presbytery, because they had previously ordered 
him to desist from preaching until a certain charge preferred 
against him should be investigated. Against this vote Mr. Mil 
lar had protested and appealed; but had fallen from his appeal.— 
After some debate the following motion was made and carried, 
That it is inexpedient, under existing circumstances, to admit Mr. 
Millar to a seat in this Synod. This vote was intimated to Mr 
Millar; and he accordingly withdrew. 

Resuming the discussion of the motion relative to the Union 
in Scotland, the following amendment was proposed and second 
ed: That this Synod pass no definitive sentence respecting the 
Union in Scotland, but continue to receive into our communion 
ministers and members, when they accede to the public principles 
of this church. Before putting the question on the amendment, 
Synod adjourned until 3 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 


3 o'clock P. M. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together with Mr. T. B. Clarkson, minister. 
Read the minutes of last sitting. 
The following papers were presented and read: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE WESTERN 
THEOLOGICAL HALL. 

At the close of the session in March, when tie Board was appointed ti 
meet, it was found that twelve students had attended, viz. Joseph Clokey and 
Isaac Baggs, who have attended four years; James White attended three ses- 
sions; Wm. Dawthet, Samuel and John Hindman and Nathaniel Ingles, have 
attended two sessions: James M’Carroll, Nathan Miller. James Templeton, 
John Wallace and Samuel Wilson, have attended one session. All the stu 
dents delivered discourses to the great anc general satisfaction of the Board: 
and some of them were examined on the Hebrew Bible, which they read with 
considerable euse. ’ 

The Board agree to recommend Joseph Clokey and Isaac Baggs to th 
Synod to be put on trial for license. 

WILLIAM WILSON. 
ALEXANDER MURRAY. 
REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 

Few changes of importance have taken place in the state of our congre- 
vations since the last report of Presbytery. 

While we find, as matter of lamentation, much ignorance of the doc- 
trines of the Reformation—much instability and unfaithfulness in our wit- 
nessing profession of them—much coldness and formality in attendance up- 
on ordinances—and much carnality of inclination in our intercourse with 
the world; still, we fondly cherish the hope that, in many instances of ad- 
dition to our members, the Redeemer has seen of the travail of his soul, and 
that saints have been building up themselves on their most holy faith. 

The failure of the call for Mr. D. Goodwillie, from the united congrega- 
tions of Xenia and Sugar Creek, has left those congregations without an ad. 
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equate quantity of supply ; so that Presbytery, in endeavouring to meet in 
some measure their wants, have been compelled to withhold from othe: 
vacancies, aid which their destitute situation demanded. 

Some names of vacancies have been added to the Statistical Table: one 
of which, viz. Limestone, in Washington county, Tennessee, has been long 
in connection with the Presbytery, and partially supplied by Mr. Kennedy. 
Of the supply of preaching allotted by Synod, the greater portion has been 
received. ‘The order for filling Mr. Adams’ pulpit during his mission to 
Missouri, has been fulfilled. 

At a meeting of Presbytery held on the 24th of April last, Mr. James 
Kennedy tendered his demission of the pastoral charge of Salem, which was 
accepted, ‘This has added another to the number of our vacancies, several 
of which have been already suffering for want of ability to give them re- 
quisite supply. Thankful for the past attention of Synod to our growing 
wants, we expect as liberal a distribution of the time of the ministers and 
preachers at their disposal, as the interests of other parts will permit. 

On the subject of slavery, Presbytery have pleasure in reporting that 
some farther steps have lately been taken to put more fully into operation 
the resolutions of Synod. An examination of members of Presbytery and 
of Sessions, so far as we have had opportunity, has been instituted: from 
which it is gratifying to learn that some individuals have made efforts tu 
emancipate their slaves on a legal footing; but on account of impediment: 
thrown in the way by existing civil laws, they have not yet succeeded to 
the extent desired. 

We have found, in general, as far as our examination extended, an increas- 
ed attention to the moral and religious education of the slaves: but still havc 
reason to fear that in some instances it is very culpably neglected. 

Presbytery is more deeply persuaded that this momeatous subject, which is 
annually assuming a more threatening aspect, both in our civil and ecclesias- 
tical relations, requires to be handled with assiduity and perseverance, but 
with intelligence, caution, and prudence, both in public and private, for the 
information of our members; many or most of whom we are convinced, are 
willing to act upon the principles contained in the resolutions; but are unable 
to act with intelligence and safety. 

tis undoubtedly true that there have been and are many well-meant, but ill- 
judged theories on the subject of emancipation, particularly by those who have 
not had a proper opportunity of witnessing the baleful effects of slavery, nor 
sufficient means of judging of its actual operation in slave-holding states : 
while it is just as truc, that the acts of our state legislatures, whose constitu- 
tions tolerate and countenance slavery, show, that as collective bodies, they 
love slavery asit at present exists in the United States. 

The Presbytery would recommend to Synod the publication of an additional 
number of the act of 1811, as the supply furnished by publishing it with the 
Minutes of 1824, has been found entirely inadequate. 

The following question has been submitted to Presbytery, viz. “In what 
manner are Sessions to proceed in the case of members charged with singing 
verses of human composition and on sacred subjects, in singing schools /”’— 
After mature deliberation Presbytery have judged, that as the usual design of 
singing in singing schools is either amusement, or the acquirement of an art, 
the practice of singing compositions of any kind on sacred subjects, in singing 
schools, is immoral in its nature and pernicious in its effects: and as this 
practice is known to prevail generally throughout the Associate Churches in 
the United States, Presbytery have agreed to recommend the consideration 
of the subject to Synod at its present meeting, praying them to take such steps 
as in their wisdom may seem best, to suppress the evil. 


By order of Presbytery, D. CARSON, Mod’. 


The following students were appointed to be taken on trials for 
license: Messrs. John G. Smart and William Easton, by the Pres- 
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bytery of Philadelphia; Messrs. Archibald Whyte, jun. and Fin. 
tay McNaughtan, by the Presbytery of Cambridge; Joseph Clo- 
key, by the Presbytery of Chartiers; and Isaac Baggs, by the 
Presbytery of Ohio. 

Mr. Adams informed the Synod that Mr, Kendall, of Xenia, 
who, about 12 years ago was appointed to be taken on trials for 
license, but had declined, had now signified a willingness to pro- 
ceed with his trials; thereupon—Resolved, that the Presbytery of 
Miami take Mr. Kendall on trials for license, if they in their 
judgment shall deem this measure expedient. 

Resumed the consideration of the amendment left under discus 
sion in the forenoon; and after long reasoning thereon, the ques- 
tion was put, agree to the amendment or not; and the votes being 
equal, the moderator decided in the negative. Another amend- 
ment was then proposed and seconded, viz. That while we see no 
reason to consider the Protesters as having relinquished those 
standards under which we were formerly united with them, still 
we judge it inexpedient and improper to enter upon the consider- 
ation of the lawfulness of that union against which they protested, 
and shall, as heretofore, cordially receive those, and those only, 
who shall express their adherence to the principles of a covenant 
ed Reformation, as exhibited in the standards of this Synod: and 
also that this expression of adherence shall be before some one of 
the Presbyteries or the Synod. Before proceeding to the consid 
eration of this amendment the Synod adjourned to meet again to 
morrow morning at half past 8 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 


Saturday, May 27. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, except Mr. McAlister 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Proceeded to consider the amendment offered at the close of 
last sitting. After long reasoning thereon, the question was put, 
agree to the amendment or not; and it was carried in the nega- 
tive. 

The Presbytery of Cambridge having, in their report, stated 
that they had referred a case of scandal against Mr. James Millar, 
member of said Presbytery, simpliciter to Synod. The Synod 
agreed to enter on the consideration of said case. The case was 
this, a certain woman, named Polly Thompson, had made oath 
before a magistrate that she was with child by Mr. Millar. Pa- 
pers affecting the case were read, viz. extracts from the minutes 
of the Presbytery of Cambridge; the report of a committee of 
said Presbytery, appointed to examine evidence in the case of 
Mr. Millar and Polly Thompson; examination of Polly Thomp- 
son before Presbytery; affidavit of the physician who attended 
Polly Thompson in her illness. Before the case was disposed of, 
the Synod adjourned till 30’clock P.M. Closed with prayer. 


3 o’clock P. M. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator. 
Read the minutes of last sitting. 
Resumed the consideration of Mr. Millar’s case. Mr. Millar 
was heard at length in asserting and vindicating his innocence. 
Members of Synod were likewise heard in the case, as stated in 
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the papers before them. Delayed further proceedings till nexi 
sederunt, and adjourned to meet on Monday at 9 o’clock A. M 
Closed with prayer. 


Monday, May 29. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

The case of Mr. Millar left undecided was resumed; and before 
coming to any decision on the subject, it was proposed and agreed 
to, that a committee be appointed to retire and deal privately 
with the conscience of Mr. Millar. Messrs. Pringle and Wm. Wil- 
son were appointed said committee. 

While the committee were withdrawn, the following preamble 
and resolutions were offered and adopted, viz: 

Whereas the Reformed Presbyterian Synod have misrepresent. 
eda variety of our acknowledged principles, and asserted that we 
have espoused certain tenets which we have not: And whereas 
these misrepresentations have distracted the opinions of some mem- 
bers of our church: And whereas misrepresentations of truth are 
injurious to all parties— 

Resolved, That a friendly letter be addressed to the Reformed 
Presbyterian Synod, stating our disavowal of the errors they have 
imputed to us. 

Messrs. Bullions and Gordon were appointed to prepare a 
draught of said letter. 

The committee appointed to review the records of the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia, reported that they had examined the minutes 
of said Presbytery for the past year, and find them correct. 

The following preamble and resolutions were offered and 
adopted, viz: 

Whereas the publishers of the Religious Monitor, of Albany, 
have intimated to the public, that the profits of said work are to 
be appropriated to the funds of the Associate Synod: And whereas 
the Synod consider the aforesaid work as well calculated to pro 
mote the interests of truth and vital piety—therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is recommended ac- 
cordingly, that each member of this Synod make all the exertions 
in his power for the more extensive circulation of said work. 

Resolved also, That the thanks of Synod be presented to the 
publishers of the Monitor, for their liberal offer. 

Mr. Adams gave in a report of his mission to Missouri, which 
was accepted, and the thanks of Synod voted to Mr. Adams for 
the fidelity and zeal with which he has executed his commission. 

The committee appointed to confer with Mr. Millar returned 
and reported that Mr. Millar adhered to his profession of inno- 
cence, and declared his readiness to purge himself by oath, if re- 

uired. 
, The Synod having heard the opinions and reasonings of mem- 
hers on the charge against Mr. Millar, the following question was 
proposed, Is the charge against Mr. Millar proved or not? Be- 
fore taking the vote, a brother was employed in prayer; and the 
question having been put and the roll called, it carried, proved. 

Mr. Millar was then deposed by vote of Synod. 

Mr. Pringle, by request of the moderator, pronounced the sen- 
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tence. Mr. Millar craved to have an opportunity granted him 
to offer a protestation against the sentence, if he shail see cause 
to give in one. Leave was given. It was then agreed, at Mr. 
Millar’s desire, that he be transferred to the Presbytery of Char- 
tiers for further proccedings in his case. 

Synod returned tc the consideration of the question concernin 
the Union in Scotland: the following amendment to the origina 
motion was made and seconded—Resolved, That while this Synod 
are not fully satisfied that the Union of Seceders in Scotland is 
entirely scriptural, especially on the subject of covenanting, yet 
they do not think themselves in providence called to decide be- 
tween the contending parties. 

After some conversation on the motion, Synod adjourned till 
3 o’clock P.M. Closed with prayer. 


3 o’clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator — 
Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Resumed the consideration of the motion left under discussion, 
and after further conversation on the subject, the question was 
put, agree to the amendment or not; and it carried, not agree. 

The original motion then recurred, to which the following 
amendment was moved and seconded— Whereas, in the judgment 
of this Synod, a majority of those formerly composing the Gene- 
val Associate Synod of Scotland have deserted some principles in 
those standards under which that Synod was formerly recognised 
bv us as a sister church—therefore, Resolved, That we do hereby 
publicly declare that we do not consider ourselves in a state of 
union with that United Associate Synod formed by the union of 
the majority of the General Associate Synod and the Associate 
Synod of Scotland. After some debate the question was put, 
agree to the motion or not; and it carried, agree. Against this 
vote Messrs. Stark and Bullions protested, for reasons to be given 
in; and Messrs. Pringle and Heron dissented from it. 

The following resolution was also moved and seconded, That 
we do hereby testify against the said Union as a defection from a 
covenanted Reformation. 

Before proceeding to take up this motion, it was moved and 
seconded to postpone the consideration of it till next meeting of 
Synod. The Synod then adjourned till 90’clock to-morrow 
morning. Closed with prayer. 


Tuesday, May 30. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator.— 
Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 
_ Read a paper respecting the proceedings of the Presbytery of 
Ohio in the case of a libel against Mr. T. McClintock, a minister 
of said Presbytery. It states that Mr. McClintock had protested 
against the decision of said Presbytery, suspending him, and had 
appealed to Synod; but that his circumstances were such that it 
was not in his power to attend, and he hoped his excuse would 
he sustained. The Synod sustained the excuse. 

The committee to prepare a letter to the Reformed Presbyterian 
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Synod, reported, and the report having been read, and accepted. 
was ordered to be directed to said S 

Mr. Irvine had leave of absence for the remainder of the day. 

Mr. Millar appeared and gave in a protest against the decision 
of Synod in his case, and requested an extract of his protestation. 

Qn motion, appointed Mr. Carson on a mission to Missouri, for 
five months, beginning with October, to take in his course, Indi- 
ana and Illinois, as Mr. Adams did, and that Mr. Beveridge sup- 
ply Mr. Carson’s pulpit during his absence. 

The appointment was made after a brother had been employed 
i prayer for direction. 

solved, That the expense of the mission be paid out of the 

Synod’s funds; and also that compensation be made from the funds 
to Mr. Beveridge. 

The committee of supplies reported, and the report was recom. 
mitted. Adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M. Closed with prayer. 


3 o'clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator.— 
Members present as above, except Messrs. Gordon and Ferrier. 
absent without leave. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

A paper was read containing Mr. Steelo’s resignation of the 
office of treasurer to Synod and to the Eastern Hall. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of devising 
plan more effectually to secure funds for missionary purposes, re 
ported, and the report being amended, was accepted, as follows: 


LEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONARY PURPOSE+. 


The Committee, to whom was referred the subject of devising a plai 
nore effectually to secure funds for missionary purposes, report as follows 
‘That your Committee take it for granted that the appointment and direc- 
tion of Missions properly belong to Synod, as a court of the Lord Jesu: 
Christ, and constitute an important and interesting part of their officic! 
duties. As it cannot discharge them without the aid of funds which the 
churches may place at its disposal, it is of the greatest conseqnence that i 
general, efficient system, for securing a liberal and constant supply, be es- 
tablished. The most obvious and approvable plan is, to obtain this by sub- 
scriptions and collections. But the past failure of these modes evinces the 
necessity and propriety of having recourse to some expedient which may 
more effectually secure such subscriptions and collections. This failure 
your Committee would not ascribe to any indisposition in our churches, to 
centribute, but to a want of proper information on the importance oi that 
specific object, to which the attention of Synod and the aid of the members 
of the church, by contributing a portion of their increase, are absolutely 
necessary. 

Your Committee, therefore, recommend for your adoption the following 
iemporary expedients: 

ist. That ministers be instructed to bring this subject before their sessions 
and congregations, with all due fulness and plainness, and to form societies 
sn their respective congregations, for aiding our exertions. 

2d. That there be, annually,in each congregation, acollection; or that each: 
communicant be recommended to contribute one cent a month, to be col- 
fected in the mode sessions may think best; the whole proceeds of which 
shall be transmitted to Synod, to be employed as exigencies may require, 

ALEXr. BULLIONS, 
THOMAS HANNA, 
D. CARSON, 
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Synod then considered the motion to portpane the consideration 
of the resolution proposed respecting the Union, till next meet- 
ing; and the question having been put, postpone or not, it car- 
ried, not postpone. 

The resolution in question was then, after some remarks, put to 
vote, agree to the resolution or not: and the votes being equal, 
the moderator decided, by the casting vote, in the affirmative. — 
Against this decision Mr. Stark protested. 

Mr. Bullions gave in a paper containing reasons of protest 
against the resolution passed yesterday afternoon. Messrs. W. 
Wilson, Murray and Martin were appointed a committee to pre- 
pare answers to said reasons. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 


Wednesday, May 31. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator.— 
Members present as above, except that Mr. R. Millikin attended 
instead of Mr. McAllister. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

On motion, the Synod agreed to express their disapprobation of 
the conduct of Mr. Gordon and Mr. Ferrier in absenting them- 
selves without leave. 

The committee of supplies reported, and the report was accept- 
ed; and the following distribution of preachers and ministers 
without charge, was made, viz: . 

Robert Laing, Presbytery of Cambridge till next meeting of Synod. A. 
Whyte, do. P. Bullions, Cambridge, June and July; Philadelphia Pres- 
bytery, August; and Cambridge, till next meeting of Synod. Thomas 
Beveridge, Philadelphia, June; Cambridge, July and August; Miami 
Presbytery, September, October, November, December, January, February 
and March; Muskingum Presbytery, April; Ohio Presbytery, May. Tho~ 
mas Ferrier, Cambridge, June, July, August, September and October ; 
Allegheny Presbytery, November and December; Muskingum, January 
and February ; Ohio, March, April and May. Alexander Gordon, Phila- 
delphia, Jane, July and August; discretionary between Cambridge and 
Phila. till next meeting of Synod. J. Kennedy, Miami, till next meeting 
of Synod. J. Mushat, Presbytery of the Carolinas, till next meeting of 
Synod. James P. Miller, Philadelphia, June, July, August and Septem- 
ber; Presbytery of Chartiers, October; Muskingum, November; Piladel- 
phia, till next meeting of Syaod. Wm. M’Elwee, Carolinas, June, July, 
August, September, October and November ; Miami, December, January and 
Febrnary ; Muskingum, March; Ohio, April; Chartiers, May. Samuel M’- 
Lean, Ohio, June and July; Miami, August and September; Muskingum, 
October and November; Allegheny, December; Ohio, January,February and 
March; Muskingum, Apriland May. Matthew Snodgrass, Ohio, June and 
July: Allegheny, August, September and October; Ohio, November, Decem- 
ber and January; Muskingum, February and March ; Ohio, April and May. 
John Russell, Philadelphia, June, July, August, September and October ; 
Cambridge, November, December, January and February; Philadelphia, 
March, April and May. John G, Smart, Philadelphia, August, September 
and October; Carolinas, November, Decemver, January and February 
Miami, March and April ; Muskingum, May. William Easton, Philadelphia, 
August and September; Cambridge, October ; Philadelphia, November ; Car- 
olinas, till next meeting of Synod. Archibald Whyte, jr. Cambridge, August 
and September; Philadelphia, October; Carolinas, till next meeting of Synod, 
Finlay M’Naughtan, Cambridge, August, September and October; Miami, 
November, December, January and Feeene ; Muskingum, March; Chay- 


Jv 








34 


iers, April; Allegheny, May. Joseph Clokey, Muskingum, August and Sep- 
tember; Miami, October and November; Carolinas, till next meeting of Sy- 
nod. Isaac Baggs, Ohio, August, September and October; Allegheny, No- 
vember ; Muskingum, December and Januaiy; Philadelphia, till next meeting 
of Synod. John Kendall, Miami, October; Muskingum, November; Alleg- 
heny, December; Philadelphia, till next meeting of Synod. James Whyte, 
Baltimore, September, 

The attention of Synod having been called to the state of the 
Student’s Fund, Resolved, that a committee be appointed to inves- 
tigate the history and present state of said fund, and report as soon 
as practicable. Messrs. Murray and Morris the comiittee. 

{t was moved and seconded, that the Synod reconsider the vote 
of last evening, on the resolution to testify against the Union, &c. 
After some conversation on the motion, the question was put, re- 
consider said vote or not, and it carried, not reconsider. Mr. Ir- 
vine then declared his adherence to Mr. Stark’s protest against 
the decision of last evening. 

The following motion was made and seconded: that while we 
see no reason to believe that the protesting brethren in Scotland 
have deserted any of their former principles, yet at the same time 
we see no reason to set aside our former decision requiring an 
approbation of our professed a from ministers and people 
applying for communion with us. 

his motion having been the subject of long reasoning, the 
question was put, agree to the motion or not; and it carried, agree. 
Dr. Ramsay and Mr. W. Wilson declared their adherence to a pro 
test formerly given in against the act of Synod on this subject, 
1822. Messrs. Murray, Hanna, Adams, Carson, Whyte, Camp- 
bell and Isaac protested, for reasons to be given in. 

The draught of an act for a Public Fast was read. 

Adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M. Closed with prayer. 


3 o’clock P. M. 
‘Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator.— 
Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

The draught of an act for a Fast, after correction, was enacted 
Mr. Webster was added to the committee on the act; and they 
were instructed to get it printed in the Religious Monitor. Or- 
dered, that the Fast be observed on the 2d Thursday of November 

The following resolution was adopted: Whereas the late John 
McCulloch, by his last will and testament, bequeathed three hun. 
dred dollars, in stock of the United States’ six per cent loan, to 
the Theological Seminary in Philadelphia under the inspection 


of this Synod, which stock has been conveyed to the treasurer of 


this Seminary: And whereas the executors of said estate are desir- 
ous of having an engagement in writing, that so much of the 
above legacy as shall be requisite to enable them to discharge any 
legal claim that may hereafter appear against said estate, shall be 
refunded to them, it is hereby resolved that the Synod agree so te 
refund; and the clerk is directed to furnish the executors with a 
copy of this resolution. 

he case of the Eastern Hall coming under consideration, a mo- 
tion was made that the Synod proceed, at the present meeting, to 
the eleetion of a professor for said Hall. After some conversa- 
tion on the subject, the question was put, proceed or not; and if 
carried, not proceed. 
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Resolved, That the books of the Eastern Hall be committed to 
the care of a committee, whose duty it is to regulate the use and 
location of them. Messrs. Pringle, A. Bullions, Stark, Martin, 
McAllister, Towar and Young, the committee. 

Resolved further, That such students as reside in the bounds of 
the Eastern Presbyteries, be for the present placed under the care 
of said Presbyteries. 

The committee on the Funds reported, and the report was ac- 
cepted, as follows: 


The committee appointed to examine the Funds, report, that 
they have performed the duty assigned them, and find the ac 


counts correct. 
SYNOD’S FUND. 
Balance in favour of Synod in the hands of Mr. 


Alex. Roseburgh, treasurer , , - $ 20.20 

In the hands of Mr. Robert Steele, 362.98 

T. B. Clarkson’s note, . , ; , ’ 100.00 

Alexander Gordon’s note, . ; 7 : 100.00 
Total of Synod’s Fund, ——— $583.18 


STUDENT’S FUND. 
Salance in favour of Student’s Fund in the hands 
of Mr. Robert Steele, ' ; . § 24.81 
22 Shares in Commercial Bank, $50 per share, 1100.00 
Total of Student’s Fund, 


MISSIONARY FUND. 

Balance in the hands of Mr. Alex. Roseburgh, $ 11.34 
fn the Nands of Mr. Steele, . ‘ : ; 20.29 
Total of Missionary Fund, 

AASTERN THEOLG: ICAL SEMINARY. 
Balance i. the hands of Mr. Robert Steele, $ 42.45 
United States Loan, R : ' 200.00 
John Thompson’s note, , , , 131.87 
Total, , 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
A debt against Andrew Munro, in the possesion of the 
Rey. William Wilson, . ; $171.45 
PETER FENTON, 
CHAUNCEY WEBSTER. 
Adjourned till 8 o’clock this evening. Closed with prayer. 


8 o’clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer by the moderator.— 
\lembers presentas above, except Mr. Fenton, absent on leave. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

A motion was made and seconded, that the Synod reconsider 
their vote in regard to the election of a professor for the Eastern 
Hall; and the question having been put, reconsider or not, it 
carried, not reconsider. 


On motion, allowed $44 to Mr. Ferrier, to defray the expense 
vf his mission to Canada. 

The following motion was made and seconded: Whereas the 
Tast edition of the Declaration and Testimony is nearly all seld 
off, in order to prepare the way for a new edition—Resolved, that 





$1124.81 





$ 31.63 





$374.32 
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a committee be appointed to prepare a draught, bringing down 
the narrative to the present time, and to report what, if any, alter- 
ations are required in anew edition. After some conversationon 
the subject, the motion was agreed to, and Dr. Anderson, Dr. 
Ramsay, Messrs. A. Bullions and Irvine, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The draught of a pastoral letter was read, and after remarks by 
members, was recommitted to the committee, with instructions to 
have it printed. 

On motion, Dr. Ramsay and Messrs. W. Wilson and Walker 
were appointed to attend the Presbytery of Ohio, as correspond- 
ents, in the case of Mr. McClintock, when convenient. 

Next meeting of Synod to be at Pittsburgh, 4th Wednesday of 
— 1827. 

he committee to examine the Warning, reported, and the re- 
portiwas accepted. A motion was made and seconded, that the 
edition be suppressed on account of being incorrectly printed.— 
The question was taken, and carried, not suppress. Ordered, 
that the Warning be sold at 12 1-2 cents per copy, and 50 cents 
per dozen. 

The following question was proposed for consideration: Has a 
minister of the gospei, against whom a charge has been exhibited 
and taken up by a church court, which charge, if proved, would 
infer suspension, any right, before the issue of the trial, to act in 
any part of the ministerial office? 

Continued the appointment of the committee formerly appoint- 
ed to report on the subject of baptism. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Synod be tendered to all societies 
and individuais who have contributed to the funds. 

Closed with prayer, and singing the 133d Psalm, and the mod 
erator’s pronouncing the Apostolical benediction. 


FRANCIS PRINGLE, Synod Clerk. 





REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE WESTERN THEOLOGI- 
CAL SEMINARY. 
SYNOD’S FUND. MISSIONARY FUND. 
Balance as per statement, D. 134.83) From Mount Pleasant congr. D. 11.34 
Interest bequeathed by J. Paxton, 9.00 
From Kings Creek congregation, 4.12 STUDENT’S FUND. 
From Dr.Ramsay’s congregation,17.00 | Am’t. as per last statement, D. 265.26 
Donation of Margaret Moore, _ 1.00 | Interest bequeathed by J. Paxton, 9.00 
From Chartier’s congregation, 20.00 
From Peter’s and Pigeon Creek D. 274.26 
congregations, for 1824—5, 6.00 EXPENDITURES, 274.26 
From Pigeon Creek cong. 1826, 3.88 
From Burgetstown congregation, 9.37 WESTERN HALL FUND. 
, Balance as per last statement, D. 35.95 
D. 205.20 | From John Anderson, D. D. 10.00 
ExPenDitures, D. 185.00 
Balance, 20.20 D. 45.95 
——— 20520! Expenpirons, 45.95 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EASTERN THEOLOGI- 
CAL SEMINARY. 


SYNOD’S FUND. 

Cash from J. McAllister, jr. ex- 

ecutor of J. McCulloch, $31.99 
From Barnet congregation, 16.62 
From Ryegate congregation, 10.50 
Legacy of Rev. T. Smith, . 200.00 
4 months interest on 140 dolls. 2.80 
From Xenia Branch, é 10.00 
From Massies Creek, » 26.50 
From Mrs. Anu Jackson, . 1.00 
¥rom Carmel congregation, 8.00 
From Cambridge congregation, 20.00 
From Testimon’s. sold in Ryegate 4.87 
From Argyle congregation, 21.52 
From Hebron congregation, 11.75 
From New-York congregation 30.00 
From J.O.Carson, Hagerstown, 10.00 
For Minutes sold, . ° 1.00 
From the congs. of Pistol Creek, 

Big Spring and Fork Creek, 20.00 
From Rev. A. Anderson, SteelCr. 10.00 
tor Testimonies sold by do. 23.00 
rom Rev. F. Pringle, for Min- 

utes sold, : ° . 0.80 
From congregations of Piney 

Fork and Cadiz, . . 7.00 
From Mr. Alex. Bachop, Argyle, 10.00 
from Mr. T. Johnson, Mercers- 

burgh, . : 5.00 
From Rev. Mr. Carson, ° 5.00 





$487.35 
ExpenDiturEs, $124.37 ~ 
Balance, 362.98 





487.35 


Aeceived after the report was gi- 
ven in from Rev. Jas, Adams, 
missionary, being the surplus 
of contributions above his ex- 
penses, -. . ‘ ° 12.00 


STUDENT'S FUND. 
from the ex. of J. McCulloch, $8.81 
from Xenia and Sugar Creek 
¥’. B. Society, . : 16.00 





$24.81 
22 shares of Commercial Bank 
stock, 50 dolls. per share, 1100.00 





MISSIONARY FUND. 
From Rockbridge congregation, $9.60 
From Florida congregation, 5.59 
From Rev. F. Pringle, ; 5.00 


$20.19 


Received after the report was gi- 
ven in, from Mr. Morris, 10.00 


EASTERN HALL FUND. 

To bal. brought from last ae. $141.42 
Cash from Fem. Society, N. ¥Y. 46.37 
From Argyle, Cambridge, Put- 

nam and Hebren, > 45.90 
From sund. persons in Baltimore, 90.00 
Dividend on 22 shares Com. Bk. 

stock, perJ. McAllister, jr. ex- 

ecutor of J. McCulloch, 27.50 
From Mr. Stevenson, of Cam- 

bridge, N. Y. . - $0.00 
From Female Society of Barnet, 30.60 
From the Female Contributing 

Society of Philadelphia, 40.00 
From Mr. Andrew —e per 

Mr, White, . 
From Cambridge Hall Soc. do. 25.00 
Interest on 3shares U.S. Loan, 9.00 
Mrs. Mitchell’s legacy, per J. 

McAllister, jr. ° , 50.00 
Dividend on Student’s Fund, 33.00 
For 100 dollars U.S. Loan, 102.25 
From the Theological Hall So- 

ciety, Philadelphia, - $360 
From Mr. Easton, — balance 

on his note, .« " 5.00 
From Argyle congregation, 20.31 
From Fem. Assoc. Cambridge, 20.00 
From F. B. Soc, Xenia, $10 
From Mr. T. Smith, 10 
From Carlisle, & Dic. cong. 9.62 





29.62 
From Carlisle and Dick. cong. 4.10 








$808.57 
EXPENDITURES, $766.12 
Balance, 42.45 
———- 808.57 





EE 
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STATISTICLE TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 












































CAMBRIDGE. 

Ministers. Congregations. Counties. States. | Fam) ComjConts- 
D. Goodwillie ? ne ; . s 
T. Goodwillie § Barnet Caledonia Vert 175 
Alex. Bullions |Cambridge Washington {N. Y. | 118! 344/$16.07 
Andrew Stark |New-York New-York do 100} 225} 35.55 
Peter Campbell |Florida Montgomery do 65) 132) 5.59 
James Martin |Albany Albany do 85 
James Irvine Hebron Washington do 45} 130} 14.22 
James Whyte {Salem do do 35 
Without charge.| Vacancies. 

i Delaware do 80 
Arch’d. White ryle Washington do 305) 23.42 
Robert Laing Poca do do | 105 
Peter aoe Fo | Ryegate Cledonia Ver. | 85 
rh. Beveridge | | Dumfries |U. Ca 
lhios. Ferrier | Thorold | do | 
‘Stamford do 
em 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
MIAMI. 
“Ministers. | Congregations. | Counties. |States. |Fam Com Sy. Fd. 





| ee | ce | 
' 


| ( Carmel, Madison | 


Andrew Isaac 1) and Big Creek Jefferson India. | 60, 130) $ 8.00 
James Adams |Massies Creek Kecene ‘Ohio } 101, 249) 26.50 
| « Pistol Creek Blount Ten.? al @ 
: ; | 20.00 
David Carson | 2 Big Spiingand | do | do ne 159) : 
| ( Fork Creek |Monroe | do 20) 31) 
Without cha. Xenia and ? : Rs. = 
fas. Kennedy | |Sugar Creek § |Greene Ohio 83! 20¢| 10.00 
|Salem \Knox iTenn.} 16) 45) 
Vacancies. Clarke ‘Clarke India. | 
\Limestone \Washington |Tenn.; 9) 30) 
Da by | Ohio | 


Us In the congregations of Pistol Creek and Big Springs there are 347 
{/atechumens. 


























Es 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
ALLEGHENY. 
Ministers. Congregatiozs Counties. |States. | Fam|Com| 
wey 3 . ) 2 
Robert Bruce | Pittsburgh Allegheny |Penn. | “125 | 230 
fohn France |Glade-Run iButler ido | 55) 130 
John Dickie Rush- Hill ‘Armstrong | do 110} 160 
Joseph Scroggs | \Ligonie: | Westmoreland] do | 300 
Hugh Kirkland |Bethel, &c, | Allegheny | do | 60) 160 
David Blair Mndiana, Xe. Indiana do 260 
{ |Cherry-Run | Armstrong ldo | 
i Upper Piney do ! do 
Vacancies. + \Lower Piney do do 
'Mahoning Indiana do 
‘Pine Creek do ' do 








og 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE 


































































































CAROLINAS. 
~ Ministers. Congregations. | Counties. States. |Fam|Com)Catec. 
| | 
Je. eee 
a Pisgah Lincoln N.C. | 
William Dickson Be act &e. {York S.C. 
Ebenezer 4. IU. inal 
A. Heron 5 Tine Ridge Rockbridge | Va. | 70 170 290 
T. Ke Shiloh | Lancaster S.C. | 132] 272) 
eases } Neily’s Creek | York do | 28) 76 
d § Steel Creek Mecklenburgh|N.C. | 28) 50) 100 
A. Anderson ) Bethan do do | 28) 70) 78 
John Wallace New-Lebanon | Monroe Va. | 60] 112; 166 
—— Smyrna W@hester Be. 30| 60) 
a Little River, &c.|Fairfield do te 
(| Broad Creek (Rockbridge Va. 15} 28 
Without cha. New-Stirling —_‘Iredel iN.C | 90, 180 
Cambridge do | do | 60! 160 
John Mushat Virgin Spring do | do 
Gilead Mecklenburgh} do 21| 36 104 
V7 : 4 Nob Creek Lincoln | do | 45 78 
scenes: Cochran’s Vale | Burke do j+ 17} 
Tirzah York iS. C. 17} 28, 110 
-_ Sardis Union | do 
Tolerant Lancaster ' do 
New-Providence! Mecklemburgh N.C. 
_' Piedmont |Haywood | do 
Se 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
CHARTIERS. 
Minisiers. | Congregations. | Counties. States. | Fam| Com | Cont’s. 
—— | |———|—-| — 
7 John Anderson |ServiceX& King’s Cr.|Beaver }Penn. 140) 260) $26.25 
Win. Wilson Monture’s Run,&c.| Allegheny do | 106) 294; 17 
. - Alttc.,, ;Mount Hope and |Washington | do om oI 
Thomas Allison Cross Creek 'Brocke Va. > id 
James Ramsay |Canonsburgh (Washington |Penn. 92; 210 
David French |Buffaloe do do 96) 230; 12 
Alex. Wilson Peter’s Creek, X&c. do do 50) 120) 
Alex. Donnan |MountPleasant,Xc} do | do 190} 400} 10 
, : Waynesburgh \Green do 
Vacancies. Flaugherty’s Run |Beaver do 
—-_——— 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Ministers. Congregations. Counties. |States. | Fam|Com|Sy.Fd. 
s Francis Pringle |Carlisle Cumberland |Penn. 52} 80 
oe T.B.Clarks Mercersburgh Franklin do 4%) 184 
. nee |McConnelsburg |Bedford do $ 6.00 
Without cha. [|Philadelphia 'Philadelphia | do 
Alex. Gordon | |Guinston | York do 49; 100 
Vacancies. } |Lower Chanceford' do do 20; 70 
Octoraro ‘(Lancaster do 
Baltimore Baltimore Md. 
Huntington ‘Huntington {Penn. | 16) 44 








60 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO 




































































~~ Ministers. Congregations. | Counties. |States. |Fam| Com | Cont’s 
' - 
‘tT. McClintock Harmony . Butler Penn. | 100) 150} 
Daniel McLean |Shenango |Crawford do 200) 450) 
David Imbrie Greersburgh |Beaver do 150! 300) 
Alex. Murray |Newcastle | do do 175| 310} 
Elijah N.Scroggs|Beaver \Columbiana {Ohio 100| 250) 
John Donaldson | Yellow Creek do | do 
Dav. Goodwillie|Poland, &c. 324} 
{ |Mercer Mercer Penn. 
‘Rocky Spring do do 
\Springfield do do | 
Vacancies. + |Neshannock do do i 
Newton do do | 
| Venango Venango do | ' 
| Fairview Crawford ldo | 
—_—— 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
MUSKINGUM. 
Ministers. | Congregations. | Counties. |States. Fam|Com 
| ¢ Unity \Belmont Ohio | 110} 240! 
John Walker | ; Mount Pleasant’ Jefferson do | 
il Rite § Wooster Wayne do 
* ‘ | @Salt Creek do do i 
a ar § Cadiz Harrison do } 
hes | ¢ Pine Fork | Jefferson do 80! 200} 
| ( Bloomfield Muskingum do i 
Daniel McLean | , Cambridge Gurnsey do 
f Londonderry do do 
( Truro  toveaogaan do 
|Somerset | Perry do | } 
'McMahan’s Creek) Belmont do | | 
ae \Jeromeville Richland do | 
: West Union do do 
|Mansfield do do 
{Sharon Harrison do 
_\Millersburgh Holmes do \ 
Summary of the preceding Tables. 
= 
Presbyteries. Ministers. poy pte Fam. Com’s.| Contr’s. 
Cambridge 13 14 328 | 1701 | $94.85 
Carolinas 7 23 429 | 1114 
Ohio 7 14 725 | 1784 
‘hartiers 7 16 743 | 1687 65.25 
Miami 5 13 377 | 844 64.40 
Philadelphia 3 9 176 | 478 6.00 
Allegheny 6 11 350 | 1240 
‘Muskingum 4 17 190 | 440 
52 lll 3318 | 9288 |$230.60 




















